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About the Report

The research reported on here is done so by the initiative of the Ministry for Education,
Science and Culture in Iceland as a component oMheni st er 6 s pr ogr amme
Council of Ministersin 2009. The research received excellent support from the Nordic Co
operation Ministers, as well from NORDBUK (Nordic committee for Children and Young
People). The Nordic Ministers for Social Affamad for Education, Scieacand Culture also
provided considerablénancial support for the research. The survey was given to Danish,
Finnish, Norwegian, Swedish, Icelandic, Alandic, Greenlandic and Faroese secondary
education students and contained goest regarding a number of important components
connected to the events, life and general state of being of youth in the eight Nordic countries.
The guestions numbered into the hundreds and it is therefore apparent that the body text of
this report just beely scrapes the tip of the iceberg of the concerned data. There are a total of
93 figures and 65 tables contained in the body text. In all instances, results are provided for
each country and in several instances they are also presented by gendeadfdipargs. In

the reportdéds appendi x, al | guestions arrange
The collaborative group behind this research intends to delve more deeply into individual
factors and that project should be executed overctimeing semesters for the benefit of

Nordic Ccoperation. There are also plans to provide access to the data to other scholars,

researchers and policy makers.

It is our hope as the undertakers of this research project that the presented results will further
policy making and support plans for implementation concerning issues affecting youth and

their families in Nordic countries.

The research institute Ragtkrir & greining at Reykjavik Wiversity (e. ICSRA Icelandic

Centre for Social Research and Analysis, Reykjavik University) coordinated the work of the
institutes in all of the concerned countries and provides information about the research project
to those who would like to know more. Inquiries should be directed to

rannsoknir@rannsoknir.is
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Participantsdé background

In total, 13417 secondary education students participated in the surable 1displays how

the percentages asgranged by countryandbysexi t hi n each countrydés d
into account the total number of participants, 6,383 (47 ®#gsand 6960 61.9%) females
participated. Information was unavailable on the séx7® participants. The number of
participants in each respective country is-uoiform, but that is of course a result of the fact

that each country has a different population size and the facility with which students could be
reached varied from countty country. Participants totalled 592 in the Aland Islands, 1428 in
Denmark, 2189 in Finland and 1483 in the Faroe Islands. On behalf of Greenland, 225
students responded; in Iceland 2,134 participated, wheré&snivay 2,700 did so an?,666

in Sweden.

Table 1. Sex of respondent, by country.

Total count
Country: Males Females No info. within
country:

Aland Islands Count: 339 248 5 592
%: 57.3 41.9 0.8

Denmark Count; 714 703 11 1428
%: 50.0 49.2 0.8

Finland Count: 956 1220 13 2189
%: 43.7 55.7 0.6

Faroe Islands Count: 719 753 11 1483
%: 48.5 50.8 0,7

Greenland Count;: 97 128 0 225
%: 43.1 56.9 0.0

Iceland Count: 1066 1055 13 2134
%: 50.0 49.4 0.6

Norway Count: 1219 1472 9 2700
%: 45.1 54.5 0.3

Sweden Count: 1272 1381 13 2666
%: 47.7 51,8 0.5

Total Count: 6382 6960 75 13.417
%: 47.6 51.9 0.6
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In figure 1, one can furthermore see the sex ratio arranged by country when exclusively
considering those participants who disclosed their sex. In Sweden 52% of the respondents
were female and accordingly 48% were male; in Norway approximately 55% afijpeants

were female and 45% male. With respect to sex, participants in Iceland were fairly equal with
roughly50% of participants beingaleandover 49% femaleRoughly 57% of participants in
Greenland wre female while right around #3were maleAbout 51% of respondents were
female and about 49% male in the Faroe Islands and the sex ratio of participants was
additionally very equal in Denmark where 49% were female and 50% wereAbal&.42%

of respondents from the Aland Islands were female while 58fé male.

Total
Sweden
Norway 54,7
B Females
Iceland
Greenland 56,9
B Males

Faroe Islands

Finland 96,1

Denmark

Aland Islands 57,8

60 70 80 90 100
%

Figure 1. Sex of respondent, by country.

© 2010ICSRA 12



In figure 2 the age of participants is arranged by country; the figure displays both the number
of participants in each age group as well as the percentage. Of the 13,138 participants who
disclosed their agehe percentage lay most heavily in the 17 year old age group (30.4%).
After them, 16 years of age was most commonly reported (28.9%). In figure 3 the average age
of participants in each respective country is shown as well as the average for them all
combned If taking all of the concerned countries into consideration, the average age of
participants is 17.4 years old. Of the eight countries which participated, six reported an
average age around and above 17 years old. Only Greenland and the Farodidlants
conform to the trend, reporting an average participgatod about 18 years of age ($egher

explanation on table 3).

Table 2. Age of the respondent, by country.

Age of respondent

Total within
Country: 15 16 17 18 19 20 2land | country
older
Aland Count: 3 150 178 172 55 15 12 585
Islands
%: 0.5 25.6 30.4 29.4 9.4 2.6 2.1 100
Denmark Count: 13 378 513 298 113 45 37 1397
%: 0.9 27.1 36.7 21.3 8.1 3.2 2.6 100
Finland Count: 7 775 811 415 100 48 16 2172
%: 0.3 35.7 37.3 19.1 4.6 2.2 0.7 100
Faroe Count: 0 85 339 289 | 297 219 125 1354
Islands
%: 0.0 6.3 25.0 21.3 21.9 16.2 9.2 100
Greenland Count: 1 25 53 46 40 23 28 216
%: 0.5 11.6 245 21.3 18.5 10.6 13.0 100
Iceland Count: 9 707 493 343 290 165 77 2084
%: 0.4 33.9 23.7 16.5 13.9 7.9 3.7 100
Norway Count: 7 887 746 839 102 75 21 2677
%: 0.3 33.1 27.9 31.3 3.8 2.8 0.8 100
Sweden Count: 25 788 860 853 109 18 0 2653
%: 0.9 29.7 324 32.2 4.1 0.7 0.0 100
Total: Count 65 3795 3993 3255 | 1106 608 316 13138
%: 0.5 28.9 30.4 24.8 8.4 4.6 2.4 100
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Table 3. Average ge of the respondent, by country.

Country: Mean Count Std. Deviation

Aland Islands 17.4 585 1.31
Denmark 17.3 1397 1.40
Finland 17.0 2172 1.10
Faroe Islands 18.6 1354 1.81
Greenland 18.5 216 2.03
Iceland 17.5 2084 1.65
Norway 17.2 2677 1.13
Sweden 17.1 2653 0.93
Total 17.4 13138 1.41

In accordance with the results, figure 2 shows that the percentage of participants older than 18
years of age is highest among respondents from the Faroe Islands (68.7%) and Greenland
(63.4%). In comparison, most participants from the other countries goétormge groups

younger than 18 years of age.

BYounger than 18 018 years and older
100 -
90 A

80 1 73,3
70
60 | 56,6

68,7

63,4 63,1
58,0 613 60,2

%
50 +

40 -
30 -
20 A
10 +

0 - ‘
Aland Denmark  Finland Faroe  Greenland Iceland Norway Sweden Total
Islands Islands

Figure 2. Figure 2. Age of respondent, by country.
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While viewing table 4, it is possible to see how common it is for secondary school students to
work and receive monetary compensation while enrolled in schrodbing so, one can see

that overall, over half of participants report not doing paid work while enrolled in school
There is, however, a visible difference between countries. Approximately 39% of students in
Denmark report that they do not work with schatiile the percentage is even lower in this
regard in Norway (48.5%), Iceland (50.3%) and the Faroe Islands (45.3%). The percentage of
students who report not working while in school is therefore lower among students in these
four countries. The highest pentage of students who report not working while enrolled in
school is found in Finland (nearly 80%), followed by Sweden (about 70%) and then
Greenland (68%) and the Aland Islands (around 64%). If looking at the percentage of students
who work 25 hours omore, it is most common among students in the Faroe Islands (3.4%)
and in Iceland (3.3%).

Table 4. How many hours per week do you spend doing paid work?

Not 1-4 hours 5-9 hours 10-14 15-19 20-24 25 hours
working (%) (%) hours (%) | hours (%) hours (%) or more

(%) (%)
Aland 64.4 16.9 9.7 3.8 2.6 1.0 1.5
Islands
Denmark 385 16.5 26.0 12.0 3.8 1.1 2.1
Finland 79.7 8.6 5.3 2.9 2.0 0.7 0.7
Faroe 45.3 13.1 17.6 13.2 5.2 2.2 3.4
Islands
Greenland 68.2 6.8 9.7 6.3 5.7 0.6 2.8
Iceland 50.3 8.7 13.9 12.6 7.1 4.1 3.3
Norway 48.5 15.4 17.4 10.6 4.8 1.9 1.4
Sweden 70.3 14.0 8.2 3.9 2.2 0.8 0.6
Total 57.8 12.7 13.5 8.4 4.0 1.7 1.8
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In order to see in which year the students are in their studies, refer to figure 3. Most are
comparatively in their first year. Othe whole, the results show that nearly 42% of
respondents report being in their first year of secondary studies, about 31% in their second
year, 24% in their third year and approximately 3% in their fourth. Considerable fluctuations
can be seen in regaral this according to which country is viewed. About 62% of respondents

in Denmark were in their first year, while the percentage was lowest in Sweden where 35% of

participants reported bagnn their first year of secondary school (college) studies

@1st B2nd 0O3rd O4th

Total

Sweden

Norway

Iceland

Greenland

Faroe Islands

Finland

Denmark

Aland Islands

%

Figure 3. Year in collegeby country.
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In the survey participants were asked to classify their living conditions. Four answer
possibilities were provided: on my own, student dormitory, rented flat or different
arrangements. Studentso st commonl y mar k e do fadnidf ftehraetn tw aasr
all of the countries except for the Faroe Islands where most respondents reported living on

their own.

@Eon my own @ student dormitory Orented flat Odifferent arrangements

Total [ 48,3 |

Sweden

Norway

Iceland

Greenland

Faroe Islands

Finland

Denmark

Aland Islands 53,6 |

0 20 40 60 80 100 %

Figure 4. Respondents living conditionsy country®

! No data from Sweden.
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Language and culture

One of tke subjects that wawery important to the researchers revolved around questions
about the language and culture of the Nordic students. With that in mind, questions were
included which pertained to language knowledge, familiarity with the culture of other Nordic
countriestha onedés own as wel |l as questions about

know people from other Nordic countries.

Students were asked whether they had any interest in learning another Nordic language than
their own; with this in mind, they wereslked about their interest in learning Danish,
Norwegian, Swedish and then one of the other Nordic languages. The results from these
qguestions can be seen in figures 5 through 8. When examining the results for interest in
learning Danish in figure 5, it iseadily noticed that there is a naniform level of interest
dependingot he student s 0 Aot 66Actof students in theafoey Islands
reported interesh Danish and about 52% of students in Greenland indicated that they were
interested inincreasing their knowledge of the Danish language. The intarestarning

Danishis comparatively lowest among students in Finland (7.0%) and in Norway (16.4%).

Are you interested in learning other Nordic languages other than your first / native
language?

@Yes @ Don't know/Possibly ONo

Total 43,3 |

Sweden

Norway 55,9

Iceland

Greenland

Faroe Islands

Finland

Aland Islands

0 20 40 60 80 108}0

Figure 5. Interest in learning other Scandinavian languages other than your first / native
language?, Danish’

%2 No data from Sweden.
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When viewing how much interest is present among upper secondary school students for
learning Norwegian (figure 6), it can be seen that the highestentage of those having
interest is in Greenland (67.1%Pn the whole, 29% of participants report wanting to learn

Norwegian, nearly 32% say that it is a possibility while 39% do not foresee learning it due to
lack of interest.

BYes @mDon't know/Possibly ONo

Total

Sweden

Iceland

Greenland

Faroe Islands

Finland

Denmark

Aland Islands

0 20 40 60 80 100 %

Figure 6. Interest in learningther Scandinavian languages other than your first / native
languagez, Norwegian®

If viewing interest in learning Swedish, figure 7 displays thasimnterest in learning it is
found in the Aland Islands where 52% of respondents indicated having an interest in
increasing their proficiency in Swedish. Trailing behind them were students from Finland,

46% of who answered the question affirmatively.

% No data from Sweden.
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OYes @ Don't know/Possibly ONo

Total 34,1
Norway 41,5
Iceland 33,2
Greenland SERS
Faroe Islands 24,5
Finland 29,7
Denmark 36,9
Aland Islands 40,3
0 2‘0 4‘0 6‘0 8‘0 160 %
Figure 7. Interest in learning other Scandinavian languagg®r than your first / native

language, Swedish.

Finally, students were asked whether they would be interested in learning another Nordic
language than their own. In figure 8 one can see that Faroese secondary school students are
among the most intesged in increasing their knowledge of another Nordic language. Nearly
58% answered yes to the question, 25% listed it as a possibility, whereas only 16% of them
said no in relation to the question. The interest was shown to be least among Finnish students,

nearly half of whom reported not having interest in learning an&bt@ndinaviahanguage.

© 2010ICSRA 20



BYes @ Don't know/Possibly ONo

Total 35,1 |
Sweden
Norway 36,6 |
Iceland 29,6 |
Greenland 36,6 |

Faroe Islands 16,5
Finland 49,7 |
Denmark 37,6 |
Aland Islands 34,3 |
0 20 40 60 80 100%
Figure 8. Interest in learning other Scandinavian languages other than your first / native

language?, Other than Danish, Norwegian and Swedish.

Students were askedhether they communicate with other people from Nordic countries. In
figure 9 the percentage of those who said yes to the question is visible. The most common
scenario was that students communicated with other people in Denmark (46%) and 42%
reported commuicating with people in Norway. The least commonly cited places were
Samic areas (3.4%), Greenland (6.1%) and the Aland Islands (8.5%).

In addition, the students were asked about whether they were interested in increasing their
knowledge of the culture dnhistory of other Nordic countries. Figure 10 displays the
percentage of the students who answered yes in relation to the respective countries. Denmark,
Iceland, Norway and Sweden were most often listed as the countries about which respondents
wanted to kow more. The results also suggest that interest existed in increasing knowledge
of the culture and history of other countries and the percentage of those who answered
affirmatively was 13.4% (Alantslandd up to 20% who haviaterestin learning more about

the Finnish speaking part of Finland (figure 10).

*No data from Sweden.
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Samic areas

Aland Islands

Faroe Islands 19,4
Greenland
Finland ( sie,#2 mYes

Finland (Finnish speaking)
Iceland

Sweden

Norway 42

Denmark 46

0 20 40 60 80 1000y

Figure 9. Do you have contact with people in the following countries and areas?

Samic areas

Aland Islands

Faroe Islands

Greenland

Finland (Swedish speaking) BYes
Finland (Finnish speaking)
Iceland 29,9

Sweden 30,5

Norway 31,2

Denmark 29,7

0 20 40 60 80 100 %

Figure 10. Are you interested in improving your knowledge about other Nordic countries, their
culture and history? Ycountry.
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