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34. adalraostefna UNESCO var haldin i Paris dagana 16. oktdber til 2. ndvember 2007. Megin
efni rddstefnunnar var ad fjalla um og sampykkja nyja 6 ara aatlun fyrir stofnunina svo og
verkefna- og fjarhagsaeetlun fyrir tvierio 2008-2009. Regluleg fjarlég stofnunarinnar fyrir petta
tvieeri verda 631 milljon dollara. Framlag Islands nemur 0.037%.

Menntamalaradherra avarpadi radstefnufulltria pann 20. oktdber. | reedu sinni lagdi radherra
aherslu & mikilveegi UNESCO til ad leysa hin morgu verkefni sem aukin hnattveeding og
teeknibreytingar hafa i for med sér. Greindi radherra fra pvi hvernig almenn lestrarkunnéatta og
g6d grunnmenntun hafi fleygt islensku pjodinni ar fabreyttu samfélagi i fremstu rod
velferdarpjodfélaga & minna en einni 6ld. Lagdi radherra aherslu & mikilvaegi pess ad stjornvold
fjarfestu i menntun og rannséknum til ad styrkja undirstddu og innvidi samfélagsins. Lysti
radherra ahyggjum sinum hversu haegt gengi ad na Dakar-markmidunum um menntun fyrir alla
fyrir arid 2015. ,,Menntun er mannréttindi og engan ma svipta pessum grundvallarrétti sagdi
radherra og undirstrikadi ad alpjodasamfélagid hafi falid UNESCO forystu a svidi menntamala.
Radherrann vék einnig ad mikilveegi vatnsins fyrir lifid a jordinni og hvatti til pess ad UNESCO
efldi enn frekar starf sitt & pessum vettvangi asamt pvi ad huga enn frekar ad endurnyjanlegum
orkugjofum. Ekki sist lagdi rédherrann aherslu & mikilvaegi tungumala i menningarlegri
fjdlbreytni og fagnadi pvi ad UNESCO ynni ad sérstoku pverfaglegu verkefni um tungumal.
Fostudaginn 19. oktober tok menntamalarddherra patt i hringbordsumredum & fundi
menntamalaradherra par sem tengsl menntunar og efnahagslegra framfara voru til umraedu. ba
atti han fund med Koichiro Matsuura adalframkvemdastjora UNESCO par sem medal annars
voru reeddar tilnefningar islands & heimsminjaskra UNESCO.

Nefndarmenn i islensku UNESCO-nefndinni séttu fundi a sinu fraedasvidi: fjolmidla-,
menningar-, mennta- og visindamalum og fulltrdinn i nefndinni um malefni ungs folks sotti
ungmennaping sem haldid var dagana & undan adalradstefnunni. Auk pess voru ymsir adrir fundir
sottir af formanni og ritara nefndarinnar. A nastunni mun islenska UNESCO-nefndin bjoda til
upplysingarfundar til ad greina fra adalradstefnunni og verkefnum UNESCO naestu arin.



Af halfu Islands sottu eftirfarandi radstefnuna:

porgerdur Katrin Gunnarsdattir, menntamalaradherra

Témas Ingi Olrich, sendiherra og fastafulltrii Islands hja UNESCO

Gudny Helgadéttir, formadur islensku UNESCO-nefndarinnar

Finnbogi Ratur Arnarson, sendifulltrdi og varafastafulltrdi islands hja UNESCO
Steingrimur Sigurgeirsson, adstodarmadur menntamalaradherra

Elin Flygenring, fulltrdi utanrikisrdduneytisins i islensku UNESCO-nefndinni
Einar Hreinsson, ritari islensku UNESCO- nefndarinnar

Einar Por Hafberg, fulltrdi fyrir ungt folk i islensku UNESCO-nefndinni

porir Olafsson, fulltrai fyrir menntamal i islensku UNESCO-nefndinni

Haflidi Pétur Gislason, fulltrai fyrir visindamal i islensku UNESCO-nefndinni

Johanna Vigdis Hjaltadéttir, fulltrai fyrir fjolmidlamal i islensku UNESCO-nefndinni

Eftirfarandi er reda menntamalaradherra a allsherjarpingi adalradstefnunnar pann 20. oktober sl.

34th General Conference of UNESCO

Plenary — Intervention by Ms Thorgerdur Katrin Gunnarsdéttir
Minister of Education, Science and Culture, Iceland

on 20 October 2007

President of the General Conference
Chair of the Executive Board
Director-General

Your Excellencies. Ladies and Gentlemen

It is a great pleasure for me to attend for the first time the General Conference of UNESCO and to adress
the prominent representatives from the member states of this organization. On behalf of my Icelandic
delegation I would like to express our congratulation to you, Mr. President, with your election. We as well
welcome Montenegro and Singapore to UNESCO.

In our times of globalization the societies are undergoing deep changes in most fields. Interactions
between nations increase and different cultures meet. Interest conflicts might arise and cause tension
between groups or nations and we face global problems which can only be solved through broad
cooperation. We therefore urgently need an international body as UNESCO which has the professional
authority and the moral engagement to tackle the issues at stake within the UN family. Therefore it is
crucial for UNESCO to avoid stagnation and stay vibrant and relevant. The United Nations reform process
— One United Nations approach — will hopefully diminish overlap and avoid duplication in the work of the



different agencies and ensure effectiveness and system-wide coherence. The draft medium term strategy
for UNESCO and the draft two years programme, which are the main documents for discussion here at
this general conference, are promising as a sound basis for the work of the Organization in the years to
come.

Globalization and technological innovation deeply influence education and science, which are penetrating
all sectors of our social life and constitute the driving force of economic growth. While the pace of
innovation is surprising, the impact of education on economic growth is no news to Icelanders. Only a
century ago, infrastructure in Iceland was conspicuous by its almost total absence: there were no roads, no
ports, no bridges. There was however one important exception to this widespread absence of
infrastructure: basic education was strong, and had been so for centuries. This was the basis that has made
it possible for Iceland to range among the wealthiest of modern nations in less than a century. Investment
in education, research and innovation has gradually increased and is today considered to be the very basis
of Iceland’s future prosperity.

Education is the priority of priorities, at local as well as global level. It is therefore of great concern to me
as a Minister of Education how far we still are from reaching the Dakar Goals and the Millenium
Developments Goals in education. Too many girls are still without access to education and the extinction
of illiteracy is still a remote goal. Education is a human right and nobody should be deprived this
fundamental right. The international community has entrusted UNESCO the global coordinating
leadership role in Education for All. Might the Global Action Plan be the forceful instrument we need to
reach the goals before 2015 as agreed in Dakar in 2000 by the international community.

As globalization and technological innovation influence education and science they no less have an impact
on cultural diversity. In our globalized world cultural diversity is one of our most precious riches and we
must always be alert to the freedom of expression which is the cornerstone of our democratic societies.

Language is at the heart of cultural diversity, being one of the strongest component of cultural identity,
and the most forceful vehicle of the world’s intangible heritage. UNESCO has a mangfold role to play in
this field. One is the safeguarding of linguistic heritage. An other pivotal role of UNESCO is the
promotion of linguistic diversity and multilingualism in education. The strengthening of the children’s
mother tongue at school as well as fostering of learning of several languages from the earliest age, should
be the leading thread in education. By all means we must struggle for promoting linguistic diversity in the
Internet. Iceland welcomes the efforts UNESCO will make under the intersectoral programme for
languages and urges the organization to take a leading role in this field in the years to come.

Water scarcity, floods and water related hazards and the sensitivity of the water cycle to global and
regional climate change are issues of high priority for many of the organizations in the UN family. Water
is essential for live, the environment and the economic well being of Nations and water serves a
fundamental role in any policy on sustainable development.

The UNESCO International Hydrological Programme is the only intergovernmental scientific and
educational programme dedicated to freshwater in the UN system. IHP’s strategic plans for each 6-year
phase are developed through a comprehensive consultative process with IHP’s 163 National Committees,
other UN bodies, and leading professional and scientific associations, ensuring that the programme is at
the forefront of international freshwater initiatives and of high relevance for policy. Therefore, it should
remain a top priority of UNESCO

Iceland has considerable renewable energy sources, including hydropower and geothermal energy. We
strongly believe that research and capacity building in science and technology for sustainable development



and research of future energy sources contributes to sound management of natural resources. Here
UNESCO has an important role to play.

We would like to emphasize that ethical norms must be a common denominator for all scientific and
technological disciplines. The activity of COMEST should therefore be enhanced.

Ladies and gentlemen,

To conclude. Iceland is firmly committed to play an active role in all major UN bodies and has therefore
decided to be, for the first time a candidate for a seat on the Security Council for the period 2009-2010.
We are supported actively in this matters by the other Nordic States. As a Nordic Country we will stay
true to our long tradition of active commitment to the UN, to the Nordic reputation of being bridge
builders and trusted mediators in complex situations, and if elected, serve the best interests of the whole.

Thank you for your attention.
Ungmennaping

Einar Por Hafberg sat ungmennaping UNESCO sem haldid var 12. og 13. oktdber 2007.
Eftirfarandi er frasogn hans.

Bodid var til ungmennapings, Youth Forum, i hofudstodvum UNESCO 12. og 13. oktdber.
Skipulagning hafdi verid i hondum skrifstofu um malefni ungmenna, iprétta og likamlegrar
menntunar ( e.office of youth, sports and physical education). Til pingsins var bodid fulltrGum
pbeirra landa sem adild eiga ad UNESCO og fulltrGum ymissa hagsmunahdpa sem lata sig malefni
ungs folks varda (e. Non-governmental organizations)

Medfylgjandi er dagskra fundarins.

Fimmtudagurinn for i hopefli par sem m.a. var farid i siglingu & Signu. A féstudeginum byrjadi
hid eiginlega ping og hofst pad & ad kjosa forseta (e.president) og fundarritara (e.Rapporteur).
Kosin var stulka fra Equdaor sem fundarstjori og drengur fra Svipj6d sem fundarritari, hofdu
norraenu- og baltnesku 16ndin sameinast um einn frambjodenda i stodu ritara og gekk pad eftir.

par & eftir komu 40 min. reeduhdld fra premur UNESCO stjornendum. Eftir hadegishlé, par sem
nordurlénd og Eystrasaltslondin héldu fund, var raeda fra framkveemdarstjora UNESCO. For pvi
megin hluti fostudagsins i reeduhdld, i raun sagdi hver reedumadur pad sama og sa sem & undan
honum kom. A dagskranni var einnig kynning & sveedisbundnum ungmennapingum (e. Regional
Youth Forums) p.s. kynnt var skipulag peirra og nidurstodur.

A féstudeginum étti einnig ad reeda eitt af peim tveimur malefnum sem voru fyrirfram akvedin en
pau voru menntun og efnahagsleg proun (e. Education and Economic Development) annars vegar
og hins vegar visindi og sjalfber proun (e. Science and Technology for Sustainable
Development). Byrjad var a ahugaveroum fyrirlestri fra bandariskum menntunarhagfraeding fra
Harvard. Var st kynning agetis Utgangspunktur fyrir frekari umraedur. Einnig voru tveir adrir
sem t6ludu undir pessum lid en pad beeti engu vid, ad minu mati.



Pinginu var skipt upp i hdpa samkveemt tungumali, p.e. enska, spaenska og franska. Mikid
skipulagsleysi var & stadsetningu hopanna og ma segja ad pad hafi verid einkenni pessa pings
hversu illa hlutirnir voru skipulagdir. Hver hépur purfti svo ad kjosa fundarstjéra ( hdpstjora) og
ritara. Nokkur timi for i pad. Nokkurn tima tok félk ad fara ad tja sig og kom i 1jos mikill munur &
aherslum milli vestur- austur/ préadra- vanproadra rikja. Sama fyrirkomulag var & laugardeginum
er menn raeddu visindi og sjalfbeera préun og sami landfredilegi munur var a ahyggjum og
Urlausnum. Ritarar hopanna asamt ritara pingsins og forseta pess skipudu ritnefnd ( e. Drafting
committe) sem atti ad vinna ur tillégunum fra hépunum og koma saman i 8 bls. skyrslu sem atti
svo ad leggja fyrir pingid og yrdi framlag pess til hringbordsumradna (e. Round table) rddherra
adildarrikjanna a adalradstefnunni.

Pessari umraedu var atladur alltof skammur timi og for algjorlega Gt um pufur svo ad engin
nidurstada fékkst. pegar talkar foru heim var ekki lengur haegt ad halda almennilega a&fram par
sem forseti pingsins neitadi ad tala annad en spansku og peir er ekki hofdu vald & ensku gatu
ekki lengur tekid patt i umraedunum sem og vid sem ekki héfum vald & 68rum tungumalanna. Ur
vard ad ritnefndin fékk pad verkefni ad taka til skodunar allar breytingartillégur sem borist hofdu
og bua til skjal til kynningar i hringbordsumradunum.

Nidurstada:

Pad ma segja ad upphaf fundarins hafi verid lysandi fyrir pad sem koma skyldi. island hafdi
gleymst og ekki verid gert rad fyrir fulltrda padan er radad var til setis. begar pad uppgvotadist
var pvi trodid & milli einhversstadar.

Ekki var stadid almennilega ad undirbuningi radstefnunnar af halfu UNESCO og timinn var allt
of knappur. Aldursbil patttakenda var allmikid og var folk parna allt fra unglingsarum til folks a
fimmtugsaldri, en peir sem voru yfir 25 ara voru i miklum minnihluta ad mer syndist. Of mikill
timi for i tilgangslausar reedur fra hinum og pessum fyrirmennum UNESCO. Virtust badi su er
kosin var til pingforseta sem og yfirmadur skrifstofu ungmennamala hja UNESCO allgjorlega Uti
a pekju hvad vardar fundarskdp og annad er parf ad vera i lagi til ad lata svona samkundu ganga
almennilega fyrir sig. Pad verdur einnig ad setja einhvers konar krofur & pa sem taka ad sér
fundarstjorn um reynslu sem og ad fundarskép purfa ad vera a hreinu, sem ekki var parna.
Nordurlondin og Eystrasaltsliéndin hafa med sér samvinnu sem vert er ad taka patt i.

Reykjavik, 18. november
Einar Hafberg
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1. nefnd — ymis mél (PRX)
Einar Hreinsson sat fundi i pessari nefnd.

Meginverksvid pessarar nefndar er gerd 2ja og 6 ara verkefnadztlunar UNESCO. Formadur
nefndarinnar var Salwa Saniora Baasiri frd Libanon. Nefndin fundadi dagana 17.-20. oktober og
hélt aukafund 23. oktdber.

Meginverk nefndarinnar var &tlad ad fjalla um tveggja og sex ara aatlanir UNESCO fyrir annars
vegar arin 2008-2009 og hins vegar 2008-2013, badi er vardar fjahagsaztlanir og
framkveemdaaatlun. Gert var rad fyrir ad megintimi nefndarinnar skyldi fara i umfjéllun um
verkefnaaeetlanirnar en vegna nedangreindra mala fékk st umraeda ef til vill ekki pann tima er
hefdi verid naudsynlegur. Pa var nefndinni einnig &tlad ad fjalla um notkun & merki UNESCO,
afmali og vidburdi sem UNESCO vill minnast a nastunni og svo hvernig UNESCO beri ad
koma ad minningu Helfararinnar (Holocaust) gegn gydingum og minningu Holodomor,
hungursneydarinnar i Ukrainu.

A 63rum fundi var borin upp tilllaga ad fjarhagsaatlun fyrir Tolfreedistofnun UNESCO. Borin
var fram breytingartillaga Finna auka fjarmagn til tolfredistofnunarinnar en hin meetti hardri
andst6du. Vegna mistaka var tillagan reyndar borin upp i nafni Svia en pad var leidrétt. Skv.
tillégu Finna skyldi fjarmagn tekid af ferdakostnadi fastafulltrda UNESCO i Paris og pad nytt til
ad auka fjarhag tolfreedistofnunarinnar, ekki sist til ad koma & fét endurskodun a ISCED- kerfinu
sem samnytt er med OECD til skilgreiningar & menntakerfi og ndmi adildarlanda. Var tilldgunni
hafnad. Pa kom fram itrekud gagnryni adildarlanda & hvernig fjarmunum UNESCO er varid.
Pessi umrada tengist einnig umfjollun um verkefnadaetlun UNESCO og vidleitni samtakanna til
ad auka abyrgd Afrikurikja a peirri adstod sem samtokin veita peim, ekki sist i auknu samstarfi
vid adrar stofnanir innan Sameinudu pjédanna.

A pridja fundi var tekid fyrir hvernig UNESCO skyldi koma ad pvi ad halda minningu
Helfararinnar gegn gyoungum & lofti. Flutt var tillaga pess efnis af Bandarikjaménnum og 68
6drum adildarpjodum. Fulltrii Pakistan lagdi fram breytingartillogu pess efnis a8 UNESCO
mundi beita sér fyrir ad halda & lofti minningunni um Helférina og adra svipada atburdi. betta
vard tilefni til heiftarlegra deilna og virtist engin leid til ad n4 samkomulagi. M& segja ad
umradur og fundarstjorn hafi farid ur bondunum og var fundi ad endingu frestad til morguns ad
pvi tilskildu ad petta skyldi verda fyrsta mal a dagskrd ad morgni. bessi umraeda tok yfir
brédurpartinn af stérfum nefndarinnar pessa viku og fér umradan oft Ur bondunum og Atti
fundarstjori bagt med ad hemja umraeduna, pratt fyrir hdtanir um ad ganga til atkveeda til ad fa
nidurstddu i malid. bar sem enn hafdi ekki tekist ad ljuka umraedu um Helforina edur hefja
umraedu um minningu hungursneydarinnar i Ungverjalandi i lok vikunnar var skotid & aukafundi
a pridjudeginum 23. oktdber.

Reett var um tillégur ad vidburdum- og afmaelum sem UNESCO etti ad sampykkja & komandi
arum. Nokkrar deilur spruttu um pad en samkomulag nadist.

pa var tekin fyrir umraeda um notkun & merki UNESCO en nokkud hefur borid & pvi i nokkrum
adildarlanda ad merki UNESCO sé misnotad en einnig ad landsnefndir UNESCO og undirnefndir
peirra noti merkid & rangan mata. Nokkrar umraedur sképudust um malid enda virdast reglur



UNESCO um notkun & merki samtakanna hofdu verid & reiki. Akvedid var ad leggja til vid stjorn
ad komid verdi a fot nefnd til ad endurskoda reglur um notkun & merkinu.

Reykjavik, 2. desember 2007

Einar Hreinsson

2. nefnd — Menntamal
porir Olafsson sat fundi i pessari nefnd.

Nefndin fundadi dagana 22. til 24. oktéber. Formadur hennar var ad pessu sinni Ricardo
Henriques fra Brasiliu. Menntamalin hafa verid af fa aukinn forgang i starfi UNESCO. Porfin er
mikil sem sja ma af pvi ad yfir 70 milljénir barna njota ekki skolagéngu og naerri 800 milljénir
fullordinna eru talin vera Olas. betta er stadreynd pratt fyrir ad 7 &ar séu lidin fr4 pvi ad
adildarpjédirnar settu sér Dakar-markmidin um ad vera bunar ad koma a grunnmenntun fyrir alla
fyrir 2015. Menn eru sammala um ad menntun sé lykill ad efnahagslegum framférum og betri
lifsskilyrdum almennt.

[ upphafi fundar voru skyrslur stofnana (Institutes) UNESCO & svidi menntunar kynntar. Alls
starfa 6 stofnanir & vegum samtakanna ad framgangi sérstakra verkefna i menntamalum t.d.
vardandi uppysingatekni, simenntun og malefni Afriku og Mid- og Sudur Ameriku. Fyrir
fundinum lagu 6 ara aztlun (Medium Term Strategy) og tveggja ara verkefna- og fjarhagsastlun
(Programme and Budget for 2008-2009). Verkefnadatlun fyrir 2010 og 2011 var kynnt og reedd i
lok fundar. Til menntaméalanna renna lidlega 108,5 milljonir Bandarikjadala, um 6,6 milljardar
kréna.
Helstu adgerdir i menntamalum (Main Line of Action) & vegum UNESCO eru:
e AJ leida proun i verkefninu ,Menntun fyrir alla” (EFA) og samhafa adgerdir i
menntamalum sem akvednar hafa verid af Sameinudu pjédunum.
e Koma & alpjodlegum vettvangi og farvegi fyrir samstarf pjéda vid skipulagningu og
rekstur menntakerfa.
e Stydja umraedur um stefnumorkun, rannsoknir, gerd vidmidana og stadla fyrir menntun.
e Bjoda uppé ferniproun og teknilegan studning vid pjodir til ad nd markmidum Dakar-
yfirlysingarinnar.
Talsverdar umraedur urdu um aatlanirnar og tok island pétt i peim, sbr. innlegg hér & eftir.

Almennt téldu fulltrdar ad aztlanir veeru betur unnar en fyrr og markmid skyrari. PO var oft nefnt
ad straumlinulaga pyrfti vidfangsefni til ad fordast margverknad. Einnig téludu margir um ad
koma pyrfti arangursmeelum a i tengslum vid vantingar um arangur (expected results).

Talsverdar umraedur urdu um alyktanir (Draft Resolutions) p.&.m. alyktun fra Svipjod sem island
var medflytjandi ad. Han fol i sér ad auka framldg til stofnana sem einkum studla ad markmidum
menntunar fyrir alla (Education for all — EFA). Misjofn vidbrogd urdu vid alyktuninni. Sumir
toldu hana ekki vera & verksvidi nefndarinnar en adrir téldu ad huin opinberadi vanméatt UNESCO
vid ad feera fjarmagn milli verkefna i samraeemi vid forgang & hverjum tima. Henni var visad til
framkvaemdastjornar.



Akvedinn samhljomur var fyrir pvi ad berjast gegn kynbundnum mismun & méguleikum til
menntunar sem vida bitnar & stalkum og konum. P& bar oft & goma mikilveegi pessa ad tryggja
geedi menntunar og patt menntunar i ad styrkja sjalfbara préun (Sustainable Development).
Skyrsla framkvaemdastjornar um verkefni sem unnid er vegna menntunar fyrir alla (EFA) la fyrir
fundinum. bar kemur fram ad vida er unnid ad storum verkefnum & pessu svidi en menn sakna
markvissari Uttektar & arangri.

Nokkrar umradur urdu um Associated Schools (ASPnet) sem margir telja vel heppnad til ad
midla reynslu milli landa og styrkja pa sem purfa studning vid uppbyggingu menntunar.
Umhugsunarefni er fyrir islendinga hvort virkja megi islenska skola til patttoku i ASPnet med
aherslu & nota upplysingatakni til samskipta.

Pad er ljost ad adsteedur manna til ad afla sér menntunar eru mjég mismunandi i heiminum. Allt
fra pvi ad vera sjalfsagdur réttur til pess ad fatekt eda stridsastand meinar ménnum adgang ad
menntun. UNESCO vinnur mikilveegt starfi i ad adstoda pjédir sem bua vid menntunarskort vid
ad byggja upp menntakerfi sin.

Hringbordsumraedur menntamalaradherra

Hringbordsumraedur héfust fostudaginn 19. oktober og lauk daginn eftir. Yfirskriftin var menntun
og efnahagspréun. Framkveemdastjori UNESCO setti fundinn med yfirlitsredu um pétt
samtakanna i préun menntamala i heiminum. Framkvaemdastjori OECD raddi m.a. um aukid
samstarf & svioi menntamala m.a. ad ymsar pjodir utan OECD myndu taka patt i Pisa rannséknum
i framtidinni.

Porgerdur Katrin Gunnarsdottir, menntamalaradherra, tok til mals i hringbordinu. HUn gat pess ad
& pessu ari veeri ein 6ld lidin fra pvi ad fyrstu 16g um skdlaskyldu voru sett & Islandi. Hn rakti
miklar breytingar sem ordid hefdu a islensku samfélagi fra peim tima a atvinnulifi og lifskjorum
islendinga. Aukin menntun veeri an efa mesti ahrifavaldurinn i peirri préun. G68 grunnmenntun
veeri undirstadan sem allt byggdi & og tryggja yrdi geedi i menntun sem veeri annad en magn, t.d.
fjoldi ara i skola. Radherra sagdi fra pvi ad Island veeri ni pad land sem legdi hlutfallslega mest
fjarmagn i menntun af rikjum OECD. Hun hvatti til virkara sambands milli adila atvinnulifsins og
menntakerfa einstakra landa, pad veeri vis leid til ad styrkja efnahaginn. I lok hringbordsins var
sampykkt yfirlysing (Communiqué) sem var kynnt & fundi menntanefndar sem fylgir i vidauka.

Reykjavik, 22. nGvember 2007

porir Olafsson

Innlegg Islands um 6 &ra azetlun

Mr. Chairman

At the outset Iceland would like to give the Secretariat credits for a concise and well structured medium

term strategy for the next 6 years. We are in favour of a more programme oriented approach as introduced
in the main programmatic features in Bl. This is likely to facilitate necessary interconnections between



sectors in solving the complex issues at stake. The work should onwards be carried on in this manner to
maximise the coherence between different sectors involved.

Iceland can give its support to the overarching objectives on education to be found in draft document 34
C/4. Attaining education for all is the first and foremost objective. As stated in the communiqué from the
round table of ministers of education, more than 72 million children are not in school more than and 700
million adults are without literary skills. The foundation is the most important part of every construction.
In the term of education this means that primary education is the basis for all other kinds of education.
Special attention should be given to measures that are likely to improve the status of girls in cases where
they are in worse situation than boys just because of their sex. The access to education has to be
irrespective of gender.

The objective of fostering quality education for all from access to success in pursuit of sustainable
development is also of great importance and relevance with the uncertain future we could be facing for the
environment of our planet. It is often stated by research in education that the quality of schooling is more
important than the quantity measured, for example by years of attainment. So outcome of learning should
be set in focus, not only in an economic sense but also as the indirect benefits for the individual learner are
concerned such as self-confidence, creativity, cultural identity, analytical skills and communication.

To conclude. Iceland supports the amendments made by the Executive Board as stated in 34 C/11.

Thank you for your attention

Innlegg Islands um naestu 2 &ra aatlun
Mr. Chairman

Iceland would like as done under the discussion of the medium term strategy to give the Secretariat credits
for a better focused and well structured biennial sectorial priorities in document 34 C/5. It is important to
maximize the coherence between different sectors involved.

The outcomes described in the document underline what is expected to be the result of different actions
and should serve as indicators for future work. Maybe the expected outcomes are to diffused and
interrelated to serve this goal effectively. In future it should be examined especially if possible to set
performance indicators connected to the expected outcomes. By that the results of individual actions could
be better counted for and the work thereby more transparent.

The part of UNESCO in leading EFA, ensuring global coordination and providing assistance to Member
states in achieving the EFA goals is in our opinion the most important priority. Basic education is the key
to everything.

Iceland and the other Nordic countries seek in draft resolution 18 to reinforce the budget of the UNESCO
Institute for Capacity building in Africa, the International Institute for educational Planning and the budget
of the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning, as they all play a key role in strengthening EFA.

The most pivotal task of UNESCO in the years to come is to reach the Dakar goals before 2015 as well as
Millennium Development Goals. Therefore quality education for all is the priority of priorities in 34 C/5
with emphasis on building national capacity to implement EFA and in that work UNESCO has not the
least to count on the competences of its educational institutes. This goes for all aspects of education from
basic education to tertiary education as well as adult literacy.
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Global coordination and assistance to member States to achieve the EFA goals is the headline for sectorial
priority one. Partnership for education and economic development was under discussion at the round table
of ministers and is among the main lines of actions described under the biennial sectorial priorities. This
coincides quite well with the expected outcome for UNESCO’s overarching objectives in education. The
work of the Organization on education is an important mediator for that kind of cooperation which can be
seen realized in many different ways. In this context it is worth mentioning the possibilities found in ICT
in teaching and learning processes at all levels. This technology is still becoming more inexpensive and
attainable and that opens endless opportunities for cooperation and networking between countries, almost
irrespective of geographical location. Iceland would like to see this duly reflected in the years to come

Thank you for your attention

3. nefnd — visindamal
Haflidi P. Gislason sat fundi 3. nefndar pingsins, nefndar um visindamal, Commission Ill, dagana
23. - 25. oktober 2007. Var par fjallad um Megindatlun Il (Major Programme I1) um raunvisindi.

Reett var um tillogu ad stefnumorkun fyrir &rin 2008-2013 (34 C/4) undir lid 3.1. Pad hafdi gerst
ad i samraemi vid tillogur Nordurlandanna & 33. adalradstefnunni 2005 hafdi farid fram
heildarendurskodun & baddum meginazetlunum UNESCO i visindamalum, Meginaztlun Il um
raunvisindi, og Meginaztlun 11l um hug- og félagsvisindi. Pvi midur var skyrsla
uttektarnefndarinnar ekki tekin fyrir & fundum nefndarinnar sem redir MPIlI og MPIII hvora i
sinu lagi. Hins vegar stod til ad reeda skyrsluna manudag 29. oktober eftir brottfér undirritads.
Nordurlondin héfdu po lagt fram tillogu 34 C/DR.19 undir 1id 4.2 (34 C/5 &atlun og fjarlog fyrir
2008-2009) sem laut ad pvi ad taka eetti pegar til greina sumar radleggingar Gttektarnefndarinnar,
sj& sidar. bessi tillaga var fulltrGum Nordurlandanna ofarlega i huga og var nokkrum sinnum
fundad i visindah6épnum til ad undirbda framségu um hana.

Tillagan fyrir arin 2008-2013 (34 C/4) var i fimm meginlidum (e. Overarching objectives) og atta
framkveemdalidum (e. Strategic programme objectives) sem meltust vel fyrir hja flestum sem
tjadu sig i umredunum. Bandarikjamenn og Bretar hrosudu skrifstofu raunvisinda sérstaklega
fyrir skyra framsetningu og einnig margir fleiri, adrir gagnryndu einstok atridi svo sem
Nordmenn. Voru peer raddir mun faerri. Undirritadur lagdi aherslu & rannséknir a svidi
orkumala, samanber innlegg sem fylgir. Eftir umraedur var tillaga 34 C/4 svo sampykkt
samhlj6oda.

pvi neaest var tekin fyrir tillaga ad aaxtlun og fjarlég fyrir 2008-2009 34 C/5 undir lid 4.2.
Framkvemdastjornin hafdi einfaldad tilloguna og fekkad forgangsmalum raunvisindageirans
neestu tvo ar (e. Bienneal sectoral priorities) ar premur i tvd og sett fram framkveemdadaetlun i
fjorum lidum. T innleggi sem fylgir tok undirritadur fram ad breytingin veeri til mikilla bota.
Nokkur dvissa rikti & fundinum hvort koma metti med munnlegar breytingatillogur vid tillogu
framkvemdastjornar, sem var mjog breytt fra fyrri Gtgafu sem skriflegar tillogur (e. Draft
resolutions) med léngu lidnum skilafresti fjolludu um. Eftir miklar umraedur kom dagskrartillaga
fr& Danmorku og var tillaga framkveemdastjornar sampykkt sem frumtexti i heild sinni, og tekid
til vid skriflegar breytingatillogur. Margir sem toku til mals gagnryndu 4.1% nidurskurd til
raunvisinda naestu tvo ar. Bent var a ad petta pyddi 10-12% nidurskurd verkefna par sem
launalidur minnkar ekKki.
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Nordurlandabdar voru hins vegar enn mjog uppteknir af tillogu sinni DR.19 sem lagdi annars
vegar til ad rod forgangsmalanna tveggja yrdi vixlad pannig ad fyrsta forgangsmal yrdi ahersla &
ad styrkja rannsokna- og prounarkerfi sveeda og rikja og studla pannig ad faerniuppbyggingu.
Annad ahersluatridi yrdi svo ad beita ferniuppbyggingu i rannséknum og tekni i pagu
natturuaudlinda og almannavarna. Sérstok ahersla er i pessum forgangslid & visindadatlanir
UNESCO, einkum vatnaaztlunina IHP og uthafadatlunina IOC.

Hins vegar var lagt til i tilldogu DR.19 ad sett yréi a laggirnar radgjafanefnd um visindamal (e.
Science Advisory Committee) til ad leggja visindasvioum UNESCO lid vid ad forgangsrada i
bagu ferniuppbyggingar og visindapolitiskrar radgjafar i pvi skyni ad styrkja rannsdknainnvidi
adildarpjoda sem pess purfa. Petta lagdi Uttektarnefnd visindaztlananna tveggja til. Koichiro
Matsuura adalframkvemdastjori UNESCO hafdi lagst gegn pessari tillogu & peim forsendum ad
han sneri ad grundvallaruppbyggingu UNESCO og veri ekki i verkahring adalradstefnunnar ad
fjalla um pau mal. Pbar sem pessi lidur tilldgunnar vardadi baedi MPII og MPIII var hann ekki
reeddur & fundi nefndarinnar um raunvisindi, heldur st6d til ad reda hann & sameiginlegum fundi
sem fyrr sagoi.

Hvad vardar fyrri hluta tillogu DR.19 voru skodanir mjog skiptar. Fylgismenn pess ad lyfta fram
feerniuppbyggingu og rédgjof i stefnumorkun visinda téldu sig vera ad vinna i samraemi vid
radleggingar Uttektarnefndarinnar, en adrir bentu & ad rod forgangsmalanna skipti ekki mali. Pa
bentu enn adrir & ad edlilegt veeri ad UNESCO nefndi fyrst eigin visindaéatlanir eins og IHP og
IOC, en sidan sveedisbundin mal og malefni einstakra pjéda. Nordurlondin, einkum Nordmenn
og Finnar, syndu nokkra obilgirni pegar ljost var ad malid veeri i hnit og neitudu ad draga
tilldguna til baka eins og fundarstjori bad um. [ stadinn badu peir um atkvaedagreidslu og Danir
studdu pad. Til pess kom pd ekki og var malinu frestad til sameiginlegs fundar méanudag 29.
oktdber. P6tti fundarstjora midur ad koma med éleyst raunvisindamal inn & pann fund. Veit
undirritadur ekki nidurstddu peirrar umraedu.

Heldur var pessi hluti umraedunnar léttveegur. Litilshattar umritun hefdi gert sama gagn. Par ad
auki hafdi undirritadur i samradi vid Arna Snorrason, sem setid hafdi i stjorn IHP, lagt mikla
aherslu & vatnamalin og starf IHP i innleggi minu sem fylgir. Reyndar pakkadi ritari IHP og
varaframkveemdastjori raunvisinda Sz6llosy-Nagy petta innlegg sérstaklega daginn eftir og
nefndi gott starf Arna i nefndinni.

Sidast i pessum nefndarstérfum voru vatnamal nokkud til umraedu. Sampykkt var ad endurnyja
samning vid rikisstjérn Hollands um UNESCO stofnun vatnsfreda UNESCO-IHE. Einnig var
fjallad um tillogu ad einum niu midstodvum undir merkjum UNESCO (svonefnd category 2
centres) par sem gestgjafalandid borgar allt en nytur verndar UNESCO. brju peirra voru & svidi
vatnsfreda og melti IHP sérstaklega med sampykki nefndarinnar til ad rida péttar net pessara
freeda. Voru 6ll sampykkt, en nokkrar pjédir vorudu vid Gtpynningu ahersina UNESCO og bentu
a ao skrifstofan pyrfti einnig ad verja starfskroftum til ad sinna slikum midstodvum.

Ekki var unnt ad sekja fund nefndar um visindamal um Meginaztlun 111, hug- og félagsvisindi
dagana 26. og 27. oktdber vegna pess ad hringbordsumraedur visindaradherra stéd yfir & sama
tima og undirritadur tok patt i peim. [ mali norreenna kollega kom fram nokkur 6anzgja med
malpof pessa fundar, par sem lopinn var teygdur med pvi ad opna malendaskra og afgreida
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sérstaklega hvert forgangsmal hug- og félagsvisindageirans nastu tvo ar (e. Bienneal sectoral
priorities) i stad pess ad afgreida pau saman eins og gert var fyrir raunvisindin.

Hringbordsumradur radherra visindamala

Undirritadur tok patt i hringbordsumraedum radherra visindamala fyrir islands hénd dagana 26.
0g 27. oktober. Umraedunum var skipt i fjora hluta. Hofust prir hinir fyrstu med fjorum
inngangserindum og sidan var mealendaskra opnud. Koichiro Matsuura adalframkveemdastjori
UNESCO opnadi umradurnar dsamt mennta- og visindaméalarddherra Frakklands. Fyrsti hluti
umraednanna, sem Kabil Sibal, visindaradherra Indlands styrdi, hafdi yfirskriftina Science and
Technology for development: emerging and inherited challenges. Fjalladi hann einkum um
sjalfozera  préun og ferniuppbyggingu. Medal frummelenda var visindaradgjafi
Bandarikjaforseta Dr. John H. Marburger. Lagdi hann margt gott til malanna og klykkti it med
ad leggja til ad sett yrdi a laggirnar radgjafanefnd um visindamal. Miklar umradur urdu i pessum
hluta um stefnu UNESCO og taldi undirritadur astedu til ad fjalla um ferniuppbyggingu og
reynslu Islendinga i stuttu innleggi. Tok hann undir tilldgur um rédgjafanefnd um visindamal.
Matsuura tok saman umraedur og svaradi nokkrum atridum. Hann itrekadi andst6du sina vid
radgjafanefnd sem margir h6fdu 6skad eftir.

Annar hluti umraednanna Harnessing international co-operation for innovative policies for
science and technology management fjalladi mest um porf & ad styrkja innvidi rannsokna og
stodumhverfi i prounarléndum. Honum styrdi visindaradherra Déminiska lydveldisins en medal
frummeelenda voru dr. Wan Gang visindaradherra Kina og dr. Berit Olsson fra SIDA, Svipjéo.
Fjalladi han um adferdir seensku SIDA préunarstofnunarinnar vid uppbyggingu pekkingarkerfa.

[ pridja hluta var fjallad um Highlights and guidelines for UNESCO action in science and
technology for 2008-2013. Fundi styrdi préfessor Mahfouz Helal visindradherra Egyptalands.
Hofst hann med yfirlitserindi formanns dttektarnefndar um heildarendurskodun a
meginaztlunum UNESCO, professor Jean Audouse. For hann yfir tillégur nefndarinnar, en ad
auki voru fjogur framsoguerindi haldin.  Umraedur urdu liflegar og snerust sem fyrr um
radgjafanefnd visindaméala og aukna &herslu & pekkingaruppbyggingu og visindapdlitiska radgjof.

I fjorda hluta sem Koichiro Matsuura styrdi sjalfur voru nidurstddur reifadar og yfirlysing
hringbordsumraednanna raedd. Fyrir fundinum & uppkast ad alyktun sem nefnd undir stjérn
Walter Erdelen adstodarframkvaemdastjora raunvisinda hafdi samid. Tok hun mid af umraedum i
fyrstu premur hlutum umradnanna. Var Oskad eftir skriflegum tillogum fyrir hadegishlé.
Undirritadur varpadi fram tillégu um ad forgangsrada i att til feerniuppbyggingar og radgjafar um
stefnumorkun i visindum, annars vegar, og ad sett yroi a laggirnar radgjafanefnd visindamala,
hins vegar. Sviar badu um ad vera medflutningsmenn. Mjdg sennilega komu samhljoda tillogur
fra mun fleiri pjéoum.

Eftir langt hadegishlé kom 6nnur Gtgafa fra ritnefnd og péa bar til tidinda ad komin var i drégin
klausa um radgjafanefnd og forgangsrédun i samraemi vid tillogur Islands og Svipjodar. Margir
toku til mals um drégin, sem pottu vera i of moérgum lidum. Sibal, visindaradherra Indlands,
gerdi ad tillogu sinni ad lidirnir yrdu 10, og sleppti forgangsrodun i att til feerniuppbyggingar og
radgjafanefnd. 1 sama streng toku visindaradherrar Brasiliu og Egyptalands og nokkrir adrir.
petta gaf adalframkveemdastjéranum asteedu til ad drskurda ad ekki veri einhugur um
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radgjafanefndina. Pvi yrdi ad fella hana Gt ar alyktuninni. Margir reyndu pé ad motmeela pvi,
einkum Nordurlandablar, Bretar og Kanadamenn. Bannadi Matsuura pa umraedur um
radgjafanefndina, en Nordmenn komu akvaedi um styrkari feerniuppbyggingu aftur inn.

Eftir umraedur til kl. 19 & laugardeginum 27. oktéber var loks sampykkt ad yfirlysingin yrdi
fullunnin i samstarfi Matsuura og visindaradherra Indlands og Egyptalands, pannig ad pau atridi
sem samstada veeri um stedu ein eftir. 1 samtélum eftir fundinn var pad mal peirra sem mest
reyndu ad koma akveedi um radgjafanefnd um visindamal inn i alyktun hringbordsumraednanna
ad adalframkvaemdastjorinn hefdi ytt pvi at af bordinu med hjalp félaga sinna fra Indlandi og
Egyptalandi sem hann hefdi sjalfur skipad sem fundarstjora. Ad 6dru leyti var anegja med
hringbordsumradurnar og lagt til ad slikar umraedur yrou fastur lidur i starfi UNESCO.

Reykjavik 2. nGvember 2007
Haflioi Pétur Gislason

Fylgiskrar:
34-GC-111-3.1-SC.doc
34-GC-111-4.2-SC.doc
34-Ministerial-Round-Table.doc

34th General Conference of UNESCO
Commission Il1-item 3.1 34 C/4

Mr. Chairman
On behalf of Iceland | would like to make a few comments on the Draft Medium-Term Strategy for 2008-
2013 (34 C/4).

Iceland agrees with the overarching objective of mobilising scientific knowledge and science policy for
sustainable development. In fact it is unthinkable not to apply scientific knowledge and scientific
instruments when understanding complex dynamics in the nature, the environment and managing natural
resources. With its considerable renewable energy sources, which include hydropower and geothermal
energy, Iceland is fully aware of the need for basic research of future energy sources as well as sustainable
use and sound management of the present ones. This cannot be carried out without solid knowledge and
experience of the basic and engineering sciences.

Applications of fundamental scientific knowledge are the foundations of modern knowledge societies.
Hence, capacity building in science, technology and innovation is necessary for the advancement of
knowledge and technology transfer worldwide. It is a unique role of UNESCO to increase the access of
less developed countries to the vital fields of education, science and technology. Fostering capacities,
knowledge and public awareness for research, training and university education paves a significant road to
peace, stability and prosperity for all.

Mr. Chairman.

As far as disaster preparedness is concerned, Iceland is both willing to and capable of contributing to the
Natural Science program of UNESCO, including the International Hydrological Program. Based on our
long tradition in capacity building in the area of geosciences and climate change research Iceland is
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willing to extend its effort into the pressing issues of water scarcity, geo-hazard risk assessments and
mitigation.

Thank you for your attention.

34th General Conference of UNESCO
Commission Ill-item 4.2 Major Programme I1-Natural sciences (34 C/5)

Mr. Chairman,
On behalf of Iceland I would like to make a few comments on Major Programme Il-Natural sciences.

Iceland supports the two biennial sectoral priorities and four main lines of action in the Draft resolution 34
C/6 as proposed by the Executive Board. This version represents a major improvement from earlier
drafts.

Biennial sectoral priority one, basic research and technical capacity building, is of vital importance for all
monitoring and management of natural resources and phenomena deriving from the forces of nature. This
includes disaster preparedness which should be dealt with accordingly.

Iceland would like to emphasize the role of the UNESCO International Hydrological Program. IHP is the
only intergovernmental scientific and educational programme dedicated to freshwater in the UN system.
Its strategic plans for each phase of six years are developed through a comprehensive process of
consultations with all National Committees of the IHP, other UN bodies and leading professional and
scientific associations. The programme is at the forefront of international freshwater initiatives and highly
relevant for policy making. A cross cutting theme is the impact of climate change on the water cycle.
Iceland urges UNESCO to continue to support IHP as a top priority of its natural science programme and
is pleased to see its seventh phase as one of the highlights of Biennial sectoral priority one.

Biennial sectoral priority two, focussing on national and regional research and innovation systems,
underlines the role of basic science and its applications on a regional basis to problems related to
sustainable development and poverty. There are no other means of addressing these important fields than
capacity building in science and technical applications, such as engineering, in less developed countries.
Iceland particularly emphasizes the importance of establishing research infrastructure and support
mechanism, such as research councils and a functioning academic community, in these countries.

Iceland also welcomes the focus of addressing the needs of Africa in this respect.

Mr. Chairman,

Finally I would like to recommend Draft Resolution 19, proposed by Finland and supported by the Nordic
countries. It motions to change the order of the two Biennial sectoral priorities in order to reflect the
recommendations of the overall review committee to put capacity building in the forefront of UNESCO's

priorities as well as the establishment of a Science advisory committee.

Thank you for your attention.
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UNESCO Ministerial Round Table October 26 2007
Intervention by Iceland

Mr Chairman, your Excellencies,

Capacity building and policy advice were highlighted in most interventions in the Natural science
commission over the the last few days. Iceland recognises the unique role of UNESCO in these important
fields and feels that they should be strengthened.

Iceland was one of Europe’s poorest countries as late as in the early 20th century. The nation had gone
through centuries of poverty for reasons of geography and climate. In the 18th century it was even
proposed to move the entire population to its origin in Scandinavia after a severe volcanic eruption.
Nevertheless the nation never lost faith in education and always retained general reading and writing
skills.

Times have changed; the education system now produces increasing numbers of graduate students, not
only from Iceland but also from many different countries. Export of knowledge based products increases
rapidly. They include high-technology products and engineering solutions based on a long-term
experience of heating houses with geothermal energy. In fact Iceland able to meet over 70% of its energy
needs by clean, green energy. Today, hydropower and geothermal plants produce virtually all electricity.
Those resources also cover about 98% of the heating requirements for houses. The oil consumption is
mainly limited to fisheries and the transport sector. Iceland proudly hosts the Geothermal Programme of
the UN University.

However, capacity building takes time. It takes some 15-20 years to turn a clever child into a PhD
graduate and a few more years to train the candidate to become a scientist. And in science, international
competitiveness is the only norm and there is no compromise. As an example, illustrating the time scale,
in Iceland many fields of science have only been practised by two or at most three generations of
scientists, quite a few only by one generation.

Mr Chairman,
Iceland urges UNESCO to strongly prioritise towards capacity building and science policy advice. In

order to promote this an external science advisory council should be established as recommended by the
overall review committee of the two major programmes.

Sameiginlegur fundur raunvisinda- og félagsvisindanefnda

pann 29. oktdber 2007 sat Gudny Helgadéttir sameiginlegan fund raunvisinda- og
felagsvisindanefnda um dttekt & visindadaetlunum UNESCO par sem fulltrdinn fyrir visindamal i
islensku UNESCO-nefndinni var farinn.

A sidustu adalradstefnu var ad frumkveedi Nordurlandanna og fleiri adildarrikja sampykkt ad gera
uttekt a visindadaetlunum. Uttektarnefnd var skipud og atti m.a. Nordmadur s&ti i henni. Fyrr &

arinu lagdi nefndin fram eftirfarandi 9 tillégur um endurbatur:

e Efla feerniuppbyggingu med visindapdlitiskri radgjof
e Leggja dherslu & ny visindasvid og draga inn “cutting-edge” rannsoknir
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Styrkja pverfagleg vidfangsefni og verkefni sem ganga pvert & fagskrifstofur
Menntun a visindasvidi njoti forgangs

Komid verdi a alpjodlegum visindadaetlunum: i att ad betri samhaefingu og samvirkni
Betrumbeeta samstarf og vikka pad

Beita strongu og gegnseju vali, mati og Gttekt & detlunum og verkefnum

Styrkja forystu UNESCO med nyjum verkefnum & heimsvisu

Koma & fot radgjafarnefnd um visindamal

Adalframkvaemdastjori UNESCO er sampykkur flestum tillégunum. Hann er pé andvigur niundu
tilldgunni um sérstaka radgjafarnefnd og leggur til i stadinn ad hann komi & fét innanhusshopi
undir forystu hans. I skjalinu sem I4 til grundvallar umraedunni & fundinum kemur fram afstada
skrifstofunnar til tillagnanna og hvernig hagt verdi ad hrinda peim i framkvaemd.

Margir toku til mals i umraedunni. Flestir voru fylgjandi 6llum tillégum uttektarnefndarinnar, en
nokkur riki m.a. Bandarikin studdu tillogu adalframkvaeemdastjorans um ad koma frekar & fét
innanhasshopi en ad skipa utanadkomandi radgjafarnefnd um visindamal. Sumir voru talsvert
gagnrynir i gard skrifstofunnar og afstodu hennar til dttektarinnar. Téldu margir ad tillégunum
sei alltof litid stad i tveggja ara aaetluninni, 34 C/5, sem fjallad er um a adalradstefnunni, og pvi
veeri um obreytt astand ad reeda. Nordurlondin héfdu lagt fram tillogu DR 19 til ad yta undir ad
tillogur uttektarnefndarinnar yrou sampykktar. Undirritud lysti yfir studningi vid tillégur
uttektarnefndarinnar med pvi ad taka undir innlegg finnska fulltrdans.

I svari adstodar-adalframkvaemdastjora vid umraedunni kom m.a. fram ad rétt veeri ad vidhafa
fulla adgat vid ad hrinda tillogunum i framkvaemd. Visindadatlanir UNESCO ettu sér 60 ara
sogu og reynslu og yrdi pvi ad fara varlega i ad breyta peim. A nastu arum pyrfti ad meta ymsa
pbeetti betur og a grundvelli pess yrdi tekin akvordun um frekari framkveemd. Hann métmalti pvi
hardlega ad Obreytt astand rikti, skrifstofan veeri sifellt ad préa og beeta verkefnin og
vinnubrdgdin. Par sem Uttektarnefndin hefdi verid ad stérfum pegar byrjad var ad undirbua 34
C/5, hefdi ekki verid haegt ad taka mid af endanlegum tillégum nefndarinnar. bad yrdi hins vegar
gert i naestu tveggja ara aatlun. Hann sagoi ad ny radgjafarnefnd & pessu stigi mundi skada ferlid
og pvi veeri skrifstofan & maéti pvi ad koma henni & laggirnar. Ad mati hennar veeri betra ad koma
a fot innanhasshopi.

A framhaldsfundi sem undirritud nédi ekki ad sitja vard nidurstadan ad fylgja sjonarmidum
skrifstofu UNESCO. pad for svo ad lokum ad Finnland dré DR 19 tilbaka. Enn og aftur synir sig
ad mjog erfitt er ad koma breytingum i gegn ef skrifstofa UNESCO setur sig upp a méti peim.
Reykjavik, 5. nbvember 2007

Gudny Helgadéttir
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34. General Conference
Joint Meeting, item 4.2., item 3.3

Intervention by ICELAND
Mr. Chairman
Iceland would like to thank the Review Panel for its good work and welcomes its recommendations.

Iceland is a co-sponsor to DR 19 submitted by Finland. We therefore fully support the views and
proposals expressed by Finland in its intervention that science policy advice for capacity-building is
UNESCO’s most important function in the field of sciences, to switch the order of Biennial Priorities of
Major Programme | that Biennial Sectoral Priority 1 in Major Programme Ill should be made an
overarching interdisciplinary programme priority of Major Programme Il and Il as ethics concern both
programmes and finally Iceland fully supports recommendation 9 of the Review Panel that an external
Science Advisory Committee should be established. An overarching Science Committee would contribute
to the follow-up of implementation and provide high-level science policy advice, particularly on
UNESCQ’s unique role within the UN system.

Thank you for your attention

4. nefnd - menningarmal

Guony Helgadottir sat fundi menningarmalanefndar dagana 26., 27. og 29. oktober 2007.
Eftirfarandi er frasogn hennar.

Formadur nefndarinnar var dr. M. Javad Zarif fra iran.

A fundi nefndarinnar var fjallad um eftirfarandi mal:
e 6 é&raaztlun, 34 C/4

2 ara dzetlun fyrir &rin 2010-2011, 35 C/5

menningarhlutann i 2 &ra asetluninni fyrir arin 2008-2009, 34 C/5

stofnun nokkurra midstodva undir merkjum UNESCO

aukna barattu gegn ologlegum flutningi menningarveromata og efling safna i

préunarléndunum

e umfjéllun um skyrslur adildarrikja um framkveemd & UNESCO samningnum fra 1970 um
6ldglegan inn- og utflutning menningarverdmaeta
tillégu um alpj6dadr um menningarlegar settir

o framkvaemd alyktana um JerGsalem og menningar- og menntastofnanir & hernumdu
arabisku sveedunum

I sex éara axtluninni er meginmarkmidid i menningarmalum ad studla ad menningarlegri
fjolbreytni, samraedum & milli mismunandi menningar og fridarmenningu. Verkefnamarkmidin
eru prja: a) ad efla patt menningarmala i sjalfberri préun, b) ad syna fram & mikilvaegi samraedna
a milli  mismunandi menningar sem leid til ad efla fridarhugsun, c¢) ad vernda
menningararfleifdina med sjalfbera préun ad leidarljési. Afrika og jafnrétti eru leidarstef i
gegnum Oll verkefni & menningarsvidinu eins og almennt i aatlun UNESCO. Undir pessu
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meginmarkmidi er fjallad sérstaklega um tungumalin og fjoltyngi i rammagrein. Almennt toku
patttakendur a fundinum undir pessi markmid en pau eru i sjalfu sér ekki mjog frabrugdin peim
sem gilt hafa hingad til. bar sem lokid er, a.m.k. i bili, nokkurra ara timabili hja UNESCO par
sem 16gd var ahersla a ymsar yfirlysingar og samninga & menningarsvidinu, 16gdu allir aherslu a
ad stofnunin einbeitti sér ad pvi ad efla framkveemd & samningunum. Sérstaklega minntust margir
a prja samninga: samninginn fra 1970 um o6léglegan inn- og utflutning & menningarverdmatum,
samninginn fr4 2003 um menningarerfdir og samninginn fra 2005 um fjolbreytt, menningarleg
tjaningarform. Aberandi var hversu margir nefndu tungumalin i innleggi sinu eins og undirritud
gerdi einnig, sbr. eftirfarandi reedu. Margir fulltrdar préunarlandanna viku sérstaklega ad naudsyn
bess ad UNESCO stydji vid hvers konar menningarionad, ekki sist pann sem ungt folk stundar,
0g Oskudu eftir ad petta yrdi styrkt i &atluninni. Eins nefndu margir listmenntun og listir i
menntun sem ahugaverd svid sem UNESCO etti ad gefa sig meira ad.

Vardandi nastu tveggja ara asetlun fyrir arin 2010-2011 voru flestir & pvi ad halda meetti afram
med meginaherslusvidin: vardveislu menningararfsins og samraedur/samskipti milli mismunandi
menningarhépa til ad efla frid. Margir 16gdu aherslu & ad betra samreemi yrdi a milli sex ara
azetlunarinnar og tveggja ara aztlunarinnar, ad meginvidfangsefnum verdi heldur feekkad og ad
sett verdi solarlagsakveedi alls stadar par sem pvi verdur vid komid. Undirritud kom inn a svipud
atridi i sinu innleggi

I tveggja ara aeetluninni fyrir arin 2008-2009 eru skilgreind tv forgangsverkefni:

ad efla menningarlega fjolbreytni med verndun menningarverdmata og styrkingu a
menningarlegri tjaningu og ad efla félagslega samheldni med pvi ad leggja aherslu a fjélhyggju,
samraedur menningarheilda og uppbyggingu frioarmenningar. Alls verda a pessu tveggja ara
timabili varid um 51 millj. dollara til verkefna- og starfsmannakostnadar & menningarsvidinu. |
fyrra verkefninu fellst einkum ad framfylgja premur megin samningum UNESCO & svidi
vardveislu menningarverometa: samningnum fr4 1972 um vardveislu menningar- og
nattaruarfleifdar heims (heimsminjasamningnum), samningnum frd& 2003 um vardveislu
menningarerfda og samningnum fra 2005 um verndun & fjolbreytilegum menningarlegum
tjaningarformum. Vardandi fyrsta samninginn fra 1972 verdur 16gd ahersla 4 ad styrkja
heimsminjalistann, auka haefni i vardveislu og efla sjalfbeera menningartengda ferdamennsku i
bvi augnamidi ad auka efnahags- og félagslega haefni samfélaga. VVardandi samninginn fra 2003
verdur unnid ad pvi ad efla vitund adildarlandanna gagnvart mikilvegi pess ad vernda
menningarerfdirnar og byggja upp hafni peirra til ad skrasetja peaer og vinna aztlanir um verndun
peirra. Um pessi atridi rikir mikil satt p6 ad ymsum pyki fjarveitingar onogar, einkum til
samningsins fra 2003. Eins og i umradunum um sex ara aztlunina komu fjélmargir inn a
mikilvaegi tungumala, badi vardveislu peirra og préun, fyrir menningarlega fjolbreytni. Arid
2008 verdur helgad tungumalum og eru adildarlondin hvétt til ad taka patt i pvi. UNESCO verdur
med alpjodaradstefnu a degi médurmalsins pann 23. februar 2008. Stefnt er ad pvi ad fa Vigdisi
Finnbogadottur, fyrrverandi forseta og velgjordarsendiherra UNESCO a svidi tungumala, til ad
taka patt i henni.

Samningurinn fra 2005 um menningarleg tjaningarform hefur tekid gildi, en flest adildarlandanna
eru Ur hinum vestrena heimi. Stofnuninni er pvi uppéalagt ad studla ad aukinni kynningu &
samningnum og hvetja adildarlénd UNESCO til ad gerast adilar ad honum. Samningurinn hefur
ondga fjarveitingu enn sem komid er enda er enn verid ad vinna ad pvi ad utfera verklagsreglur
og verkefni til ad hrinda honum i framkveemd. Fundur verdur i Ottawa i desember 2007 um
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framkvaemd samningsins. | verkefnadaetluninni er 16gd ahersla & ad efla menningaridnad hvers
konar, ekki sist med pvi ad efla pekkingu, ferni og stefnumoérkun & pessu svidi i
préunarléndunum. A arinu 2008 mun UNESCO gefa Gt skyrslu um menningarlega fjolbreytni i
heiminum. Einnig verdur haldid afram ad styrkja bondin & milli 6likra menningar- og triarhdpa
med uppfraedslu og samstarfsverkefnum.

prjar midstodvar undir merkjum UNESCO voru sampykktar & fundinum: a) sveedamidstod i
Kréatiu um fornleifar i vatni, b) rannséknar- og freedslumidstdd i Kina um heimsminjar i Asiu og
a Kyrrahafssveedinu og c) midstod fyrir afrikanska menningu og alpjédaskilning i Nigeriu.
UNESCO qgreidir ekkert til pessara midstddva, en hins vegar leggur stofnunin til mannskap til ad
gera Uttekt & midstodvunum adur en paer eru sampykktar og svo & UNESCO fulltria i stjorn
beirra. Ymsum finnst ad halfgerd verdbolga sé hlaupin i stofnun pessara midstddva en greinilega
finnst mérgum 16ndum mikill fengur i pvi ad f& stimpil UNESCO 4 peer.

Talsverd umraeda var um 1970 samninginn um 6ldglegan inn- og Gtflutning &
menningarverdmatum. Indland dsamt fleiri Iondum hafdi lagt fram tillogu um ad bannad verdi ad
lata adgengi i gegnum upplysingatakni (“virtual access”) koma i stad eiginlegra muna. Pessi
tillaga er andsvar vid meintum ummelum yfirmanns fra British Museum sem hann Iét falla a
upplysingafundi i UNESCO. Eftir mikid reiptog vard nidurstadan st ad 1970 samningurinn héldi
vel gildi sinu og ad ekki veeri &tlun neins ad hrofla vié honum.

A0 tilldgu Kazakhstan var akvedid ad stydja ad allsherjarping Sameinudu pjédanna helgadi arid
2010 menningarlegum seettum. Tilgangur pess er ad efla gagnkvaeman skilning pjéda & menningu
0g hattum og studla ad betri samskiptum pj6da & milli.

A0 venju var tillaga ad akvordun um Jerdsalem og um menningar- og menntastofnanir & arabisku
hernumdu svaedunum sampykkt &n umraedu par sem adur hofou att sér stad miklar
samningaumraedur um peer. Fastafulltriar Israels og Palestinu sdgdu faein ord og var
malflutningur peirra yfirvegadri en oft adur.

Eins og fyrr segir var nokkud mikil satt um verkefnin & menningarsvidinu og engin sérstok steerri
alitamal voru til umfjéllunar ad pessu sinni.

Reykjavik, 5. nbvember 2007
Gudny Helgadéttir

34 General Conference of UNESCO
Commission 1V, item 3.1 and 3.2
26 October 2007

Intervention by ICELAND

Madam / Mr. chair

First some observations concerning 34 C/4. As stated earlier in the debate on 34 C/4 Iceland would like to
commend the Secretariat for a more concise, shorter and reader friendly 6 years plan than the previous
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one, reminding us, however, that this is only the first step towards a shorter and more policy-orientet and
results-based plan. As this is a rolling document, we have the opportunity to do even better when revising
the document at the 35th general conference.

Fostering of cultural diversity in the world is one our most pivotal task of today. A fundamental element in
this is to protect and promote the languages as they are the vehicles and garantee for and transmission of
cultural diversity and have a bearing on all UNESCO’s fields of competence. Iceland welcomes the
special emphasis on languages and multilingualism as stated in box 9, convinced that the intersectoral
programme of languages will be developed further and enhanced in the implementation of UNESCO’s
activities.

There are especially two elements which we are missing the this draft C/4. In our comments at the last
general conference to the coming C/4 my delegation stressed the cultural rights - not least cultural rights
of women - and mentioned the need to re-examine the covenants on the social, economic and cultural
rights from the early seventhies. We would like to see this more explicitly expressed in the C/4.

The status of living arts and artists is another domain which Iceland would also like to see more explicitly
mentioned in the C/4.

Iceland can support the recommendations in 34 C/11.

Finally some few observations concerning 35 C/5. In the next C/5 Iceland would like to see a more
concentration of the programme around on the one hand protection of heritage, both tangible and
intangible, and the other hand promotion of cultural diversity and intercultural dialogue as a vechile for
promotion of pluralistic societies, emphasing the role of languages herein. The main lines of actions
should respectivly be reduced, revised and done more concentrated. A results-based approach should be
applied with measurable results and sunset clauses introduced whereever possible. Interdisciplinarity and
intersectorality should be the leading principles in the execution of the programmes.

Thank you for your attention.

34 General Conference of UNESCO
Commission 1V, item 4.2
26 October 2007

Intervention by ICELAND

Mr. Chair
On behalf of Iceland | would like to make a few comments on Major Programme 1V in 34 C/5.

During the last years UNESCO has adopted several conventions within the cultural field. Now it is the
time for implementation as mentioned by several speakers today. Iceland therefore welcomes the
emphasis laid on this in the draft 34 C/5 and would like to underscore the developing of principal working
methods. It is also important to see the conventions in a more holistic and integrated approach. The
harmonization of the 1972 and 2003 conventions is a good step towards a more holistic approach in
safeguarding and managing of the tangible and intangible cultural heritage. Implementation of 2005
convention on cultural expressions is of outmost importance.
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Iceland recognizes the unique role of UNESCO in increasing the awareness on heritage protection and
conservation and the important role the World Heritage List plays in this field. In this connection we
would like to underscore the 4 “C” stategic objectives mentioned in para 04012 and the role of education.
In the future more emphasis should be laid on serial nominations to the List with participation and
cooperation of several member states. Iceland is participating in and leading two international serial
nominations: one on viking culture and one on the North Atlantic Ridge of which the island Surtsey is an
unique fenomen, formed by eruption in 1963.

In the 34 C/5 separate boxes are divoted to three areas within Culture: Africa, Gender Equality and
Languages and multilingualism, highlightening their importance. They are, however, less integrated in the
main line of actions and almost absent in DRs in 34 C/5 volume 1 as proposed by the Secretariat and upon
which the General Conference is deciding. Iceland would therefore like to endorse the amendments made
in34C/6.

Finally, for our reflection. Every second week one language disappears out of around 7000 in the world.
According to Living Tongues Institute for Endangered Languages the risk is bigger that languages are
endangered than plants and animals - a culture disappears with a language - the world’s cultural diversity
is therefore here at stake.

Thank you for your attention.
5. nefnd - Fjélmidlar og upplysingar
Johanna Vigdis Hjaltaddttir sat fundi nefndarinnar. Eftirfarandi er frasogn hennar.

Nefndin starfadi dagana 26. til 29. oktober 2007. Formadur nefndarinnar var Svisslendingurinn
Frédéric Riehl og segja ma ad svissnesk nakveemni og stundvisi hafi einkennt starf hennar.
Yfirmadur fjolmidla- og kynningardeildar er Abdul Waheed Khan og kynnti hann flestar aztlanir
sem teknar voru fyrir.

Medal efnis var:

e stefnumdrkun 2008 til 2013
e stefnumdrkun og fjarhagsasetiun 2008-2009
e drog ad fjarhagsaaetlun 2010 til 2011.

pessi mal voru kynnt og pau verkefni innan pessa timaramma par sem UNESCO & ad vera
leidandi.

Sérstok ahersla var ad pessu sinni & Afriku. Markmidid er ad bata og efla alla menntun i Afriku
og veita heimaménnum til pess adstod & stadnum. Tenging vid netheiminn (cyberspace) pykir
langbest til ad skila arangri i menntun og uppbyggingu pekkingar hvar sem er i heiminum. ba var
sérstok ahersla & jafnrétti kynjanna og ad vara einstaklinga og fyrirteeki vid haettunum sem eru
adstedjandi. Jafnreétti er hvergi nearri nad og purfa pjodir allar ad vera a vardbergi hvern einasta
dag.

Sampykkt var & fundinum samhljoda tillaga sem 1a fyrir um ad frumkvaedi UNESCO ad setja upp
i Bahrain midstdd upplysinga og fjélmidla, pa fyrstu sinnar tegundar i landinu. Var almenn
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anaegja med pessa akvoroun & fundinum og p6 ad sjalfsogdu medal heimamanna sjalfra sem
fognudu henni gifurlega. Menntamalaradherra Bahrain sat fundinn og pakkadi hann sérstaklega
fyrir sig og pjod sina. betta veeri stort skref fyrir pekkingarsamfélag Bahrain og heidur fyrir pau
ad vera valin og byggja upp skola framtidarinnar. parna sé hlutverki UNESCO lyst best en svipud
upplysingamiostod er til i Indonesiu.

G0Od samstada var i nefndinni um velflest mal og einkenndi pad storf hennar. Enda s& formadur
nefndarinnar itrekad asteedu til ad pakka nefndarménnum géda samvinnu og skilvirk vinnubrdga.
Lykilatridi UNESCO og raudi pradurinn i starfi nefndarinnar er umraedan um tjaningarfrelsid,
menntun fyrir alla, adgangur allra ad upplysingum og netheimi og pekking og vidurkenning &
fjolbreytileika menningar og tungumala. Grundvallaratridi er frjals adgangur allra ad netheimi til
ad studla ad betri menntun og pekkingu.

UNESCO gegnir lykilhlutverki & 6llum pessum svidum. Mikil hetta stedjar ad tjaningarfrelsinu
og fjéImidlafrelsi. Tjaningarfrelsid er grundvallarmannréttindi hverrar manneskju og benti fulltrui
Ukrainu sérstaklega & ad pad veeri draumsyn margra ad tala um algjért tjaningarfrelsi. bad veeri
langt i land ad slikt markmid nadist. Utryma parf 6laesi og menntun fyrir alla skal sett i forgang.
Fulltrdi Yemen sagdi: vid gefum bornunum okkar ekki lengur hnifa — vid gefum peim télvur.
Ritskodun prifst enn og pad er lykilatridi ad prounarlondin fai adgang ad netheimi segja fulltrar
Afriku og vidar. Stor, djup gja sé a milli peirra sem hafa adgang ad upplysingum og peirra sem
hafa pad ekki.

Bylting hefur ordio i fjolda midla og bloggid er nytt. bréunin er hradari en menn sau fyrir og
begar bloggid er annars vegar eykst abyrgdin; hvernig a ad bregdast vid pvi og hvernig ber ad
vernda tungumalid pvi slettur og stafsetningarvillur eru algengari & bloggi en 6drum midlum.

Oryggi bladamanna hefur aldrei verid minna en ni og voktu sérstaklega Nordurlandapjodirnar
athygli & pvi ad fleiri bladamenn hafa latid lifid vid storf sin i ar en allt arid i fyrra. UNESCO
verdi ad taka & pessu mali, bladamenn séu allsstadar i haettu; & vettvangi ataka en lika &
ritstjérnum par sem ritskodun prifst eda eignarhald fjolmidla sé komid & of faar hendur. Pessi
atrioi voktu mikla umraedu og var lyst sem nokkrum af storu verkefnum UNESCO & naestu arum.
Fulltrdi Svipjodar benti & ad styrkja pyrfti UNESCO sem vardhund tjaningarfrelsisins. UNESCO
mun afram raeda pessi mal og leggja sitt af moérkum til ad auka 6ryggi bladamanna og vernda
tjaningar- og fjolmidlafrelsid. betta var eins og raudur pradur i gegnum alla fundardagana.

Tungumalid var reett i tengslum vid 6ll pau atridi sem hér hafa verid talin upp. Verndun
tungunnar, modurmalsins, og vidurkenning & peim hattum sem ad stedja. Til pess ad lydraedio
sanni gildi sitt, menningarsjalfsteedi hverrar pjodar dafni og ad menningararfurinn komist til skila,
verdur ad hlta ad médurmalinu, vernda pad, efla og styrkja med 6llum tilteekum radum.

I lokin verdur ekki hja pvi komist ad nokkrar pjodir (par & medal Svisslendingar, heimaland
formanns nefndarinnar) feerdu i tal skilvirkni starfs UNESCO. Bent var & ad einfalda pyrfti 6ll
skjol og feekka peim til ad gera undirbining ad nefndarstarfi og starfid i nefndinni betra. Allt
bendir til pess ad kostnadur vid starfsemina sjalfa, starfsfolkid, sé meiri en sem nemur peim
fjarmunum sem UNESCO setur til &kvedinna verkefna. Petta var nefnt til umhugsunar og su sem
sat fundina fyrir islands hénd ad pessu sinni tekur undir pad ad skriffinnskan er gridarlega mikil
0g Ovist er hver arangurinn er. En ord eru ju til alls fyrst.
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Reykjavik, 22. ndvember 2007

Johanna Vigdis Hjaltadottir

34th General Conference of UNESCO
Commision ClI, item 4.s
27th of October 2007

Intervention by ICELAND
On behalf of Iceland | would like to make a few comments on Major Programme V in 34 C/5.

Mr. Chairman.
Ladies and gentlemen.

As a Television journalist from Iceland working for the Icelandic National Broadcasting service and
attending my first Unesco conference | want to emphasize that Iceland in general approves the plan of
action of Major Programme V in 34 C/5 as amended by the executive board in document 34 C/6.

Now in the year of 2007 it is of a great importance, like many of you have mentioned, fostering free,
independent and pluralistic communication and universal access to information. That includes freedom of
expression and free flow of information in all types of media so there have to be set internationally
recognized legal standards in that field. That is a priority for UNESCO as well as all around the world.

What does that really mean? The world gets smaller everyday and the borderlines are not always clear.
That means locally and globally. Many societies are undergoing deep changes in many fields and different
cultures meet. That is also the fact in Iceland where the number of foreigners has increased enormously in
the past few yers.

To give you the exact figures: in 1996 foreigners were 1,9 % (5148) of the icelandic population, ten years
later, 2006, they were 6,0 % (18563) of the icelandic population.

In this time of globalisation and talking about information and communication we have to face the fact
that the role of the language, everyones mother tongue, has never been of a greater importance as now. |
want to quote the icelandic minster of Education, Science and Culture, Mrs. Gunnarsdottir, in her speech
at this conference on 20th of October. She said that Unesco has several roles to play in this field, one is the
safeguarding of linguistic heritage because each time a language disappeares, a culture is affected and the
cultural diversity becomes poorer.

My country is going through a difficult time now because young people are under great influence of other
languages, especially English. There are 300 thousand inhabitants in Iceland so you dont have to be clever
to see how important the language is for our culture, history and linguistic diversity but Icelandic is one of
the oldest langages in the world. From early age children watch television, they have the Internet with all
the possibilities and opportunities but also all the dangers concerning the language. We also stress the
multilingualism and universal access to cyberspace.

So you see we have got a job to do, alltogether, united — and Unesco has a leading role.
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pverfaglegur fundur um 6 ara astlunina, 34 C/4

Gudny Helgaddttir sat pverfaglegan fund (“interdisciplinary meeting”’) dagana 17. og 18. oktdber
2007 par sem fjallad var um samstarf @ milli freedasvida UNESCO & grundvelli tillogu ad 6 ara
azetlun, tveggja ara aztlun og hvad beri ad gera i tveggja ara aeetluninni fyrir arin 2010-2011.
petta var i fyrsta sinn sem svona fundur var haldinn, en pad var gert ad beidni sidustu
adalradstefnu. Irina Bokova, fastafulltrii Bulgariu, var kosin fundarstjori.

Tilgangur fundarins var ad reeda heildsteeda nélgun i verkefnum UNESCO, en um langt skeid
hefur adalrddstefna UNESCO og stjornarnefndin kallad eftir meira samstarfi fagskrifstofa
UNESCO vid ad leysa hin fjolbreyttu verkefni sem stofnunin faest vid. Atlunin var ad & pessum
fundi yrdi eina umraedan & adalradstefnunni um 6 ara zetlunina, 34 C/4. bvi var hins vegar
motmeelt af stjérnarnefndinni par sem 6edlilegt veeri ad hver fagnefnd fjalladi ekki einnig um sinn
hluta af 6 ara &ztluninni. Par sem fagnefndirnar hofou ekki hafid storf, voru pad mest formenn
UNESCO landsnefnda, ritarar peirra eda fulltrdar fra fastanefndunum sem toku patt i pessum
fundi.

Hans d’Orville, yfirmadur aetlanadeildar UNESCO, greindi i storum drattum fra uppbyggingu 6
ara azetlunarinnar og hvernig reynt veeri i henni ad studla ad pverfaglegu samstarfi fra
yfirmarkmidi (“mission statement”), i gegnum 5 meginmarkmid (“overarching objectives”), 14
verkefnamarkmid (“strategic programme objectives”) og yfir i tveggja ara forgangsverkefni fyrir
hvert svid (“biennial sectoral priorities”) og meginvidfangsefni (“main lines of action”) i
verkefnadatluninni fyrir naestu tvd ar, 34 C/5. [ peirri dztlun eru skilgreind 12 pverfagleg
verkefni (“intersectoral platforms™) sem fagskrifstofunum ber ad taka patt i og leggja sitt af
morkum. Ahersla & Afriku og jafnréttismal er leidarstef i 6llum verkefnum.

pessi 12 pverfaglegu verkefni eru:

e Menntun i visindamalefnum
Eyoni
Menntun fyrir sjalfbaera préun
Sjéalfbaer préun fyrir litil préunareyriki
Upplysingateekni i menntun
Efling & ranns6knarkerfi adildarlanda
Tungumal og fjoltyngi
Tengsl menningarlegrar og lifredilegrar fjélbreytni
Samraedur menningarheilda
Studningur vid stridshrjad sveedi
Feerniuppbygging
Afrika sem forgangsverkefni

I upphafi fundarins vard talsverd umraeda um stodu pessa fundar og hvada moguleika hann hefdi
til ad taka akvardanir. Einkum voru pad pau adildarlénd sem eiga fulltrda i stjornarnefndinni sem
reyndu ad fordast ad raunveruleg innihaldsumraeda etti sér stad par sem pau vildu helst ad
athugasemdir stjornarnefndarinnar vid fyrrgreindar dztlanir geetu stadid sem mest Gbreyttar. |
mali peirra sem toku til mals kom pd fram gédur studningur vid tillégu skrifstofunnar um 6 ara
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dztlunina og hvernig auka metti pverfagleg verkefni. Hins vegar gagnryndu margir ad mjog
takmaorkudu fé yrdi varid i pverfaglegu verkefnin 12 sem skilgreind veeru i tveggja ara aztluninni.

Undirritud tok i mals i umraedunni og lysti yfir studningi vid 6 ara asetlunina og peer breytingar
sem stjornarnefndin hafdi gert. Fagnad var ad fjallad veeri sérstaklega um tungumalin i deetluninni
0g pess veenst ad verkefni a pessu svidi yrou efld frekar vid endurskodun aztlunarinnar eftir tvo
ar enda tekid undir ad 6 ara dztlunin veeri undir sifelldri endurskodun (“rolling document”).
Ymsir nefndu einnig tungumalin og mikilveaegi pess ad UNESCO sinnti peim. Margir komu inn &
mikilveegi menntunar fyrir sjalfbaera proun sem verkefni sem kalladi & pverfaglega umfjollun
fagskrifstofanna. Einnig var komid inn & menntun & svidi visindamala, verndun menningararfsins,
loftslagsbreytingar og jafnréttismal. P6 ad almennt veeri pvi fagnad ad skilgreind veeru pessi 12
bverfaglegu verkefni, téldu margir ad hér veeri pd of skammt gengid. Til pess ad stofnunin teeki
sem heildstaedast & verkefnunum pyrfti ad eiga sér stad frekari uppstokkun & aztluninni, ekki sist
ad skilgreina heildstaed progromm, en ekki ganga Ut fra fagskrifstofunum eins og meira er gert i
dag. I lok umraedunnar toku yfirmenn fagskrifstofanna til mals og brugdust vid umradunni. Einn
pbeirra, yfirmadur raunvisindaskrifstofunnar, vidurkenndi ad mesta hindrunin fyrir pverfaglegri
nalgun leegi i skrifstofunum sjalfum. Pessi skrifstofa hefur pé sennilega verid 6tulust ad efna til
samstarfs vid adrar skrifstofur.

Eins og fyrr segir er gert rad fyrir 12 pverfaglegum verkefnum i naestu tveggja ara asetlun.
UNESCO hefur a4dur verid med hlidsteed pverfagleg verkefni en pau gafust ekki sem skyldi m.a.
vegna 6ndgra fjarveitinga. P6 ad almennt nytu pessi verkefni studnings, efudust sumir um ad
skipulag skrifstofunnar og starfsmannahald veeri i pvi formi ad pad gengi eftir ad hrinda pessu
pverfaglega starfi i framkveemd ad nokkru gagni. FulltrGi skrifstofunnar sagdi ad beita atti i
rikara mali pverfaglegum innanhuss starfshpum til ad tryggja ad breyting yrdi & vinnubrégdum.
Fulltrdi Breta sagdi rétt ad gefa skrifstofunni teekifeeri neesta arid til ad syna i verki ad hun veeri
bess megnug og taka malid svo aftur upp & vettvangi stjornarnefndarinnar.

I umraedunni um tveggja ara atlunina fyrir arin 2010-2011 16gdu margir, par & medal undirritud,
aherslu & ad porf veeri & ad skipuleggja starfid meira a grundvelli prégramma en fagsvida og ad
solarlagsakveedi veeru sett alls stadar par sem haegt veeri til ad skapa moguleika & ad taka upp ny
verkefni. Meginvidfangsefnum veeri feekkad og betri samfella vaeri milli 6 og 2 ara aztlananna.
Einnig baeri ad skilgreina i rikara meeli asetladan meaelanlegan arangur.

I lok fundarins var tilkynnt ad samantekt fra pessum fundi yrdi kynnt & fundum allra
fagnefndanna.

Reykjavik, 5. nbvember 2007
Gudny Helgadéttir

34 General Conference of UNESCO
Interdisciplinary meeting

17 October 2007
3.1.34C/4
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Intervention by ICELAND
Madam chair

At the outset Iceland would like to commend the Secretariat for a concise, short and reader friendly 6
years plan. This is, however, only the first step towards a shorter and more policy-orientet plan. We would
like to remind of the Nordic Model concerning C/4 and C/5.

It is important that UNESCO as a specialized UN-agency defines clearly its roles, comparative advantages
and scope of activities in its fields of competence and seeks acceptance from the UN-system where
needed.

We have some observations. We agree with the mission statement as defined in 34 C/4 and as amended by
the Executive Board. Same goes for the five functions defined in para 17. We would though like to
highlight more the advocacy function as a vital part of UNESCO’s function as a catalyst for international
cooperation. We are fully in accord with the priorities of Africa and gender equality and the way they are
developed in the draft.

Iceland as so many other countries has advocated for a more programme oriented approach. We therefore
welcome the description in Bl although we, however, are somewhat hesitated towards the sectoral
programme priorities in C/5 as they might not further enough the necessary interdisciplinarity and
intersectorality in solving the complex issues at stake.

Iceland can endorse the overarching objectives as stated in draft 34 C/4. We welcome the emphasis on
ethical challenges stressing the necessity that those penetrate all science programmes as well as the other
programme activities of UNESCO. Ethics, sustainable development and languages should to our mind be
leading threads through all UNESCO’s programmes or rather mainstreamed in the spirit of
interdisciplinary approach.

In conclusion. Promoting and defending freedom of expression is one of UNESCO’s most urgent task.
This should therefore be clearly spelled out in the overarching objective 5.

Thank you for your attention.

34 General Conference of UNESCO
Interdisciplinary meeting

17 October 2007

3.1.34C/5

Intervention by ICELAND

Madam chair

Iceland welcomes this innovative approach as a postive step forward. We hope it will go further and
deeper than the cross-cutting themes.

We would like to wait to see the concret results.
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The budget allocations are also of a concern to us.
Iceland shares the concerns expressed by UK, Norway and New Zealand.

As mentioned several times by Iceland the languages are a leading thread in all UNESCO’s activities. We
would therefore like to see this platform strengthened.

We wish the Secretariat all the best in its endeavours and look forward to see the results in two years time
and hope that this approch will really be developed into wide-intersectoral programmes.

Thank you
Fundur med menntamalaradherra Bandarikjanna

pann 18. oktober 2007 sat Gudny Helgadottir asamt Pori Olafssyni fund  med
menntamalaradherra Bandarikjanna asamt menntaméalaradherrum Nordurlandanna eda fulltraum
pbeirra. betta er i pridja sinn sem slikur fundur er haldinn i tengslum vid adalradstefnu UNESCO
eda allar gotur sidan Bandarikin gengu aftur i UNESCO. Fundur var ad pessu sinni haldinn ad
frumkvaedi Nordurlandanna og leiddi danski menntamalaradherrann, Bertel Haarder, fundinn.

Bertel Haarder lagdi i upphafi aherslu & ad adildarléndin notudu UNESCO til ad efla
menntamalin & heimsvisu enda veeri menntun fyrir alla forgangsverkefni stofnunarinnar. Komid
var inn & endurskodun & starfi Sameinudu pjodanna i pessu samhengi og naudsyn pess ad
undirstofnanir S.p. sem sinna menntamalum a einn eda annan hatt ynnu sem best saman.
Bandariski menntamalaradherrann lagdi aherslu & ad Nordurlondin og Bandarikin leggdust a eitt
ad vinna ad pessu til ad efla skilvirkni i framkveemd verkefna & svidi menntamala. L6gd var
ahersla & ad margt hafi breyst til batnadar i starfi UNESCO, en samt purfi ad prysta 4 ad haldid
verdi afram & peirri braut. Bertel Haarder gat pess ad nasta loftslagsradstefna S.b. verdi i
Kaupmannahofn og atti ad nota pad teekifeeri til ad minna & UNESCO. Atti stofnunin ad taka
virkan patt i undirbaningi radstefnunnar og leggja sérfredipekkingu sina af mérkum par sem
bekking er lykilatridi i pvi ad berjast gegn loftslagsbreytingum og afleidingum peirra. Bandariski
menntamalaradherrann tok vel i petta og hvatti til pess ad komid veri inn & petta i
hringbordsumraedum radherranna um menntamal sem faeru fram naestu tvo daga.

Bandariski menntamalaradherrann kom inn a haskélamenntun og tolfreedilegar upplysingar & pvi
svidi. Sagdi hun bandariska héaskola ekki taka vel undir Bologna-ferlid, peir veeru halfsmeykir i
gard pess og matti skilja ad radherranum peetti pad midur. Tekid var undir ad askilegt veeri ad
peir fylgdu pvi einnig til ad gera erlend studentaskipti audveldari. Skortur a sameiginlegum
vidmidum veeri akvedin hindrun fyrir stidentaskipti. Sammaeelst var um ad vinna sameiginlega ad
tillégum & pessu svidi.

Nordmenn minntu & naudsyn pess ad fylgja eftir godum arangri i menntun fyrir alla med auknum
fjarveitingum til vidkomandi landa. Peir minntu einnig 4 ad “High Level Group on Education” —
hopur menntamalaraddherra, prounarméalaradherra, fulltria ymissa alpjodastofnana o.fl. — mun
halda fund i Noregi i desember 2008. Einnig verda & sama tima ymsir adrir fundir & svidi
menntunar fyrir alla. S6gdu peir mikilveegt ad halda pessa fundi & sama tima til ad yta undir og
efla starfsemi UNESCO.
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I mali bandariska menntamalaradherrans kom fram ad vel hafi gengid ad poka &fram
menntamalum fyrir pa nemendur sem ekki hafa ensku ad médurmali, en gera maetti pd betur &
pessum vettvangi. Atvinnulifid i Bandarikjunum prystir 4 ad ‘“high school” kerfid verdi
endurskodad.

[ ok fundarins var 4kvedid ad halda afram ad hittast & svona fundum i tengslum vid adalradstefnu
UNESCO.

Reykjavik, 5. nvember 2007
Gudny Helgadéttir
16. fundur adildarrikja heimsminjasamnings UNESCO

16. fundur adildarrikja UNESCO samningsins um menningararfleifd var haldinn i Paris 24. og
25. oktdéber 2007. Undirritud sat fundinn fyrir hdnd menntamalaraduneytisins. Adalmal fundarins
voru:

Kosning i heimsminjanefndina

Skyrsla heimsminjanefndar fyrir arin 2006 og 2007
Mat & skrifstofu heimsminjanefndarinnar

Mat & radgjafarnefndum

Reikningar heimsminjasjédsins og adildargjéld
Stefna um betra jafnveegi a heimsminjalista UNESCO
Anrif loftslagsahrifa & heimsminjastadi

I opnunaraedu lagdi adalframkvaemdastjori UNESCO aherslu & ad pad hafi tekist ad betrumbaeta
talsvert starfsadferdir Heimsminjaskrifstofu UNESCO. Innanhdsshopur vinnur ad pvi ad
endurskoda frekar starfshettina og Utbua verkefnadeetlun fyrir skrifstofuna i samhengi vid
verkefnadetlun ~ menningarskrifstofu  og  visindaskrifstofu =~ UNESCO.  Yfirmadur
raunvisindaskrifstofunnar greindi frd& ymsum verkefnum & pessu svidi sem mundu styrkja
vardveislu heimsminja s.s. ,,biosphere reserve®. I febrtar 2009 verdur alpjodleg radstefna haldin i
Madrid um ,,biosphere reserve®. Hvatti hann til go0s samstarfs a milli heimsminjaskrifstofunnar
og raunvisindaskrifstofunnar vid ad styrkja varoveislu.

Kosning i heimsminjanefndina tekur alltaf mikla athygli og tima a fundi adildarrikjanna. pessu
sinni sottust 25 riki eftir 9 setum. Fyrst var kosid um 1 seeti milli peirra landa sem hafa engan
stad & heimsminjalistanum. Fimm 16nd kepptu um petta sa&ti og var Barbados kosid i annarri
umferd. Atlun skrifstofunnar var ad nota rafreent atkveedakerfi vid kosninguna, en eftir talsvert
pref var pvi hafnad a peirri forsendu ad pad veri ekki leynilegt, sem var bara fyrirslattur nokkurra
landa. Kosning for pvi fram & hefdbundinn hatt, en po6 utan vid fundarsalinn. Neest var kosid um
hin 8 satin og purfti 4 umferdir adur en endanleg nidurstada fékkst. Pessi 16nd hlutu kosningu:
Astralia, Bahrein, Brasilia, Epyptaland, Jordania, Kina, Nigeria og Svipjod. bad st6d ansi taept ad
Sviar na&du Kkjori, en peir komust inn i fjorou umferd. Landfredileg skipting i
heimsminjanefndinni er 0jofn: 5 arabisk 16nd, 4 fra Afriku fyrir sunnan Sahara, 3 fra Asiu og
Kyrrahafsrikjunum, 4 fra S-Ameriku og Karibahafinu, ekkert fra Austur-Evrépu og 5 fra Evropu
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og N-Ameriku. Petta djafnveegi, par sem ekki er akvedinn fjoldi seta fyrir hvern valhop, hefur
I6ngum verid til umraedu an pess ad haegt hafi verid ad komast ad samkomulagi. A fundinum var
pé &kvedid ad heimsminjanefndin skipi starfshop sem geri tillogu um breytingar og verdi peer
lagdar fram a fundinum haustid 20009.

Formadur heimsminjanefndarinnar, fulltrdi Kanada, flutti skyrslu nefndarinnar fyrir arin 2006 og
2007. Nefndin hefur fjogur meginstarfssvid: traverduleiki, vardveisla, pekking og farni og
midlun. A fundinum i Christchurch { jli sl. var hinu fimmta beett vid: auka hlutverk samfélaga. |
juli 2007 voru 851 stadir fra 141 adildarriki & heimsminjalistanum, par af 660 menningarstadir,
166 nattarusveedi og 25 blondud sveedi. 30 svadi eru & lista yfir menningar- og nattdruminjar i
heettu. [ fyrsta sinn i ségu samningsins hefur stadur verid tekinn af heimsminjalistanum: Arabian
Oryx Sanctuary i Oman. Talsvert Gjafnvaegi er & listanum milli heimshluta. Nesti fundur
heimsminjanefndarinnar verdur i Quebec sumarid 2008.

Ytri endurskodandi UNESCO hefur metid skrifstofu heimsminjanefndarinnar og voru nidurstédur
matsins asamt tillogum um framkveemd & peim til umfjéllunar & fundinum. Ymsu hefur pegar
verid hrundid i framkveemd og horfir margt til betri vegar, en skrifstofan hefur legid undir &meli
nokkud lengi fyrir ekki négu god vinnubrdga.

Heimsminjanefndin hefur notad tveer radgjafarnefndir, ICOMOS og IUCN, til ad meta umsoknir
um upptoku stada & heimsminjalistann. Nefndirnar hafa unnid faglega en stundum hafa p6 heyrst
gagnrynisraddir sem hafa viljad gera meiri krofur til peirra. En svo hefur lika stundum gerst ad
heimsminjanefndin hefur tekid dkvardanir pvert & r&d nefndanna. Fulltriar i heimsminjanefndinni
hafa pvi sjalfir grafio undan starfi og trausti nefndanna. Margir 16gdu aherslu & ad mikilveegt veeri
ad efla nefndirnar og skyra vel verkaskiptingu peirra og heimsminjanefndarinnar. Noregur lagdi
rika aherslu & ad heimsminjanefndin virti nidurstddur nefndanna, annars veeri traverdugleiki
heimsminjanefndarinnar i vedi.

Ymsar athugasemdir voru gerdar vid fjarhagsasetlun heimsminjaskrifstofunnar, einkum
ofullnaegjandi fjarveitingar. Fjarhagsaatlunin var pé sampykkt dbreytt.

Lengi hefur verid reett um pad éjafnveegi sem rikir milli heimshluta & heimsminjalista UNESCO.
Fyrir prettan arum var sampykkt stefna til ad breyta pessu, en litid hefur p6 midad i rétta att.
Tolfreedi sem 16gd var fram & fundinum synir ad enn er mikill munur & milli rikra og fatekra
pjoda. Flestir stadir a heimsminjalistanum sem skilgreindir eru i haettu eru i Afrikuléndum fyrir
sunnan Sahara. Einnig eru miklu fleiri menningarstadir en nattarustadir a listanum. Eitt er po
jakveett, fleiri 16nd hafa lagt fram yfirlitsskrd og peim I6ndum faekkar sem hafa engan stad a
heimsminjalistanum. Aftur var akvedid ad heimsminjanefndin vinni adgerdaaasetlun til ad draga ur
Ojafnveeginu og skal hun 16gd fram a neaesta fundi adildarrikjanna haustid 20009.

Ahyggjur folks af ahrifum loftsbreytinga & menningararfinn aukast stodugt. UNESCO mun efla
starf sitt a pessu svidi og hefur stjérnarnefndin falid adalframkvaemdstjoranum ad vinna tillégur a
bessu svidi. A fundinum var hvatt til pess ad adgerdir sem lita ad vardveislu heimsminja verdi
einnig teknar med.
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Hér hefur i stérum drattum verid drepid a pvi helsta sem fram for & fundinum. Fundargerd fra
fundinum mun berast fra skrifstofu heimsminjanefndarinnar, en bdast ma vido ad nokkud langur
timi geti 1idid &dur en han berst.

Reykjavik, 2. nbvember 2007

Gudny Helgaddttir
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